
Philippe Park was the perfect setting 
to sit back and relax.

After 12 months of  digging up posi-
tive stories for OTOW News, the Press 
Association took April 1 off  to reflect on 
a great effort.

“The past 12 months have been very 
challenging to everybody,” said Editor 
Doug Kates. “For our newspaper staff, 
it has been extra challenging to find posi-
tive news stories during a time when most 
clubs are not meeting, most sports are 
not competing and most buildings are not 
holding social events.

“But you did it. We filled every news-
paper with an average of  40 stories a 
month.”

Anyone who had contributed to at least 
one newspaper from April 2020-March 
2021 was invited to attend a special Press 
Association picnic at Philippe Park. A va-
riety of  Publix sandwiches and wraps were 
purchased by the newspaper as a thank you 
for everyone’s effort.

Publisher Kenneth Colen attended 
the picnic and gave his special thanks to 
everyone. As chairman of  On Top of  the 
World, he knew first hand the challeng-
es of  trying to keep everything running 
smoothly during the pandemic. He said he 
very much appreciated the staff  for pub-
lishing positive newspapers every month.

Other special guests included OTOW 
columnist Jerry Colen and OTOW Activi-
ties Director Nancy Rogers.

Overall, 90 people contributed to 
OTOW News since April 2020. This in-
cluded writers, photographers, proofread-
ers, columnists and editorial staff.

More than 40 attended the picnic 
and many requested future meetings at 
Philippe Park. Possibly, the end-of-the-
season luncheon could be moved to the 
park on an annual basis.

The Press Association will hold its fi-
nal meeting of  the season on Thursday, 
May 6, 1 p.m., in the East Activity Center 
auditorium. Officers will be chosen for 
the 2021-22 season.

The Press Association went the en-
tire season without a vice president. Doug 
said it would be appreciated if  someone 
stepped forward to fill that void. The 
president, vice president and secretary 
help provide guidance for the newspaper 

staff, recruiting writers and preparing for 
special events, such as this picnic.

There will be no in-person meet-
ings in June or July, although Doug said 
a Zoom meeting could be scheduled if  

necessary.
The only meeting during the summer 

will be Thursday, Aug. 5, tentatively set for 
1 p.m. in the auditorium.

There will be no meeting in Septem-

ber.
A meeting on Thursday, Oct. 7, will 

take place at 11 a.m. instead of  1 p.m. The 
location will be announced late this sum-
mer.
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Press Association rewarded for effort

The Press Association banner hung proudly at Philippe Park Shelter No. 5 during a staff picnic on 
April 1. Staff celebrated printing 12 excellent newspapers during a time when finding good news was 
a challenge. Below, staff members and guests line up for sandwiches and wraps from Publix.
                     (Photos by Mike Leonard)
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Hurricane Preparedness
Hurricane season starts June 1, so it is 

almost upon us. Hurricane preparedness 
week begins May 9 and runs through May 
15. Don’t be caught unprepared. 

Take the time during this week to better 
prepare yourself. Evaluate the essentials and 
determine what you need to do to protect 
your family. Review your evacuation plan.
Know the location of  local shelters and 
those shelters who assist with special needs. 
You can find this information, as well as an 
evacuation map, by going online and visiting 
www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/shelters. 

Remember, the East and West Activity 
Centers are not approved shelters, so be sure 
you have a safe place to evacuate to if  the 
need arises.

Check your supplies to be sure you 
have enough non-perishable food, water 
and medication to cover at least seven days. 
Also, have some extra cash on hand. Have 
a battery-powered weather radio and some 
flashlights with extra batteries. If  you don’t 
have a radio, you may purchase one in the 
Community Service Office. 

It is VERY important to check your in-
surance coverage and contact your agent to 
review your policy by asking for an insurance 
check-up.

Many people fear hurricanes for their 
high winds, when in fact, history shows it is 
rising water that causes most fatalities. Stay 
safe and don’t drive through flooded streets 
as it is almost impossible to determine the 
depth of  the water that covers the roadway. 
Remember, turn around, don’t drown.

Because localized flooding within the 
community is always a concern, your Asso-
ciation and Parkway Maintenance and Man-
agement will make every effort to communi-
cate before, during and after a storm event.

Be sure to sign up for OTOW Alerts 
(powered by RAVE) as this is one of  
the quickest ways information will be 
conveyed. You can sign up by visiting 
www.otowclearwaterinfo.com and from the 
home page, scroll all the way down to the 
bottom of  the page. Sign up is quick and 
easy, so stay informed!

Reasons for Leaks
May Surprise You

Recently there have been a few water 
leak concerns that were disturbing to the 
unit owner, as well as to adjoining unit own-
ers, because of  cost.

The unfortunate piece is, many of  these 
situations could have been avoided if  some-
one had been checking the unit during the 
unit owner’s absence. 

Many of  our residents leave for six 
months over the summer. Others take an 
extended vacation. Many do the right thing 
by having the water turned off  in their unit 
during an absence. Unfortunately, water can 
make its way into your home by other av-
enues, as evidenced by the list below: 

• Improperly sealed windows, includes 
using incompatible sealant that may leak in a 
driving rain storm;

• Awning anchors that are not properly 
sealed and weatherproofed (which is to say 
all of  them) often allows water penetration 
into a unit;

• HVAC exterior access panels and 
flashing incorrectly sealed or improperly in-
stalled (again, wind-driven penetration); 

• HVAC lines not sealed and wrapped 
properly; 

• Interior HVAC drain lines not serviced 

cause a back-up into the unit and will flood.
• HVAC drain pans rusted;  
• Aged water heaters which may have 

deteriorated bottoms (remember, after 10-
12 years it is time to replace);

• Spontaneous washing machine activa-
tion following power outages/surges - sur-
prisingly common! 

• Deteriorated ice maker lines; 
• Toilet – old wax rings and inappropri-

ate items being flushed resulting in leaks or 
back-up flooding;

And the Association’s all-time favorite 
...

• Unlicensed contractors or do-it-your-
self  homeowners making inadequate repairs.

 All of  the items listed above should be 
regularly serviced and maintained.

If  your water heater is more than 10 
years old, it is a very sure bet it needs re-
placement.

Finally, make sure you have insurance 
on your personal property and liability in 
force on your unit at all times.

Additionally, be sure you have “Loss of  
Use Coverage.” This should also be included 
in your HO-6 policy. This coverage can pro-
vide funds for housing in the event your unit 
is uninhabitable as the result of  an insurable 
event.

Did You Know
Tips for Window Maintenance

From time to time a resident will request 
I put something in my article that speaks to 
a particular question they may have or issue 
they might be facing. This is one of  those 
times that I have been asked to give some 
tips for window maintenance. 

It is important to say that not all signs 
of  potential leaks can be found indoors. As-
sess all of  your windows bi-annually to make 
sure they are functioning properly. 

Windows need to be free of  fractures, 
either in the frame or the actual pane itself. 
If  you notice broken glass, contact a local 
window professional so you can remedy the 
situation quickly. Broken windows may pro-
vide an access point for wind driven water 
to damage the common elements or to en-
ter into the unit which may cause damage to 
your unit and even the unit(s) below. 

Leaking windows also allow air to es-
cape your home resulting in higher air con-
ditioning costs.

During your window inspection, be on 
the lookout for telltale signs such as water 
stains, mold and mildew. Pay particular at-
tention to the caulking for any cracks or ar-
eas that may have a void. You will want a 
window professional to remove old caulking 
carefully and then replace with a polyure-
thane sealant.

Regularly inspect all weep holes in your 

window tracks for water drainage. Clean out 
weep hole areas to avoid water intrusion at 
your windows by cleaning and removing 
debris when necessary. Inspect screens for 
any damages and repair or replace as need-
ed. Now it is time to check those locks on 
your windows. If  any are faulty, have them 
replaced immediately. 

HVAC Maintenance Tips
From May through October, your air 

conditioning systems will be running full tilt. 
These systems don’t operate by themselves 
without proper care and maintenance.

Maintenance includes changing the fil-
ters monthly and pouring vinegar into the 
main condensate pan to keep the main drain 
flowing without obstruction. 

Also, be sure to check the outflow out-
side near the compressor. If  you don’t see 
the cleaning solution coming out, the drain 
line is blocked and needs immediate atten-
tion.

These are reasonable, simple things any 
homeowner can do.

However, at least once a year, have your 
air conditioning serviced by a professional. 
They should clean the coils in both the air 
handler (in home) and the compressor (out-
side), as well as clean electrical connections, 
check system pressure to make sure there are 
no Freon leaks, and make sure the motors 
are operating properly.

COMING SOON
Access Control System

at the EAC Fitness Center 
Want to use the Fitness Center but don’t 

want to continue to fill out a liability waiver 
each time you want to go?

Well, good news!
SCA will soon have an access control 

system installed at each entry point into the 
Fitness Center.  This means that you will be 
required to use an access card to gain entry.

Residents who intend to use the amenity 
will need to fill out (only one time annually) 
a liability waiver form. Once the forms are 
available they can be found at www.otow-
clearwaterinfo.com by clicking on Commu-
nity Services, selecting Community Service 
Office and then scrolling to the form. Forms 
may also be obtained at the Community Ser-
vice Office. 

After you have completed your waiver, 
the CSO will be notified, will program your 
card, and then within 24 hours you will be 
able to pick up your card, which is also valid 
for one year.

Don’t want to wait 24 hours?
For faster access, please go to the CSO 

and fill out the form. After a short wait, your 
card will be ready. There will be a nominal 
fee of  $6 plus tax for each access card (maxi-
mum of  two per household). 

You will need to continue to carry your 
valid activity card with you while using any 
of  the SCA facilities. Staff  may ask you to 
produce it at any time during your visit.

Please note that the forms to obtain a 
Control Card are not currently available, as 
work on the system is anticipated to begin at 
the end of  May and take 4-6 weeks.

Management will continue to publish 
project status updates as this project pro-
gresses. More information, including form 
availability, may be found via OTOW-TV 
Spectrum channel 732, OTOW Alerts, on 
the official Clearwater website (previously 
mentioned), at Nancy’s Bulletin Board, and 
posted at the Activity Centers. 

Community Service Office
Information

The Community Service Office (CSO) 
hours of  operation are Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The office 
closes for lunch from noon to 12:30, Mon-
day through Friday, unless otherwise posted.

If  your call goes to voice mail, it is be-
cause staff  is working with someone else. 
Please be patient. Calls and voicemails will 
be responded to during normal business 
hours. Once the requested service matter is 
identified, a service order will be generated 
and submitted to the appropriate depart-
ment to address the matter. 

The goal of  the CSO is to make an ini-
tial assessment of  the request and to deter-
mine if  it is an emergency or non-emergency. 
Once the matter is assessed, a plan to resolve 
will be made and work scheduled. Generally, 
all non-emergency service requests are as-
sessed and addressed in the order in which 
they are received. 

From time to time, it may become nec-
essary for us to contact you with questions 
or clarification of  your request. It is not nec-
essary to report service requests more than 
one time. If  you have any questions regard-
ing your request and until the Community 
Service Office reopens, please call the Ser-
vice Request Line at 727-683-6981.

As a reminder, window and door repair 
or replacement is exclusive to the unit and is 
the owner’s responsibility. The Association’s 
responsibility is to the structure and com-
mon elements. 

Service Request Line
If  you are unable to visit the Commu-

nity Service Office, the OTOW phone num-
ber to submit a service request is 727-683-
6981. Please call for general building matters 
in the common areas only. Please do not 
leave health-related emergency information 
on the service request line as this will delay 
the amount of  time it takes us to respond to 
non-emergency service requests. 

After-Hours Number
The OTOW after-hours phone number 

is 727-799-1115 for issues such as water in-
trusion into your unit. For all other inquiries 
regarding general matters or questions that 
are not service related, you will need to come 
in person to the Community Service Office.

For a life threatening emergency, please 
dial 911. For a power outage, call Duke En-
ergy at 800-228-8485.

OTOW Alerts
Signing up for OTOW-ALERTS (pow-

ered by RAVE) is incredibly easy.  Simply go 
to the OTOW Clearwater website and from 
the home page scroll down to the bottom of  
the page to the “Sign Up Now” box located 
to the left of  the screen. Click to enroll.

You can also sign up from the “Stay In-
formed” tab located at the top of  the home 
page.

Signing up for RAVE is without obli-
gation or cost to you. Your email and cell 
phone numbers are secure, never shared, 
and never solicited. Alternatively, you may 
visit the Community Service Office to apply.

OTOW-ALERTS provides advance 
warning of  severe weather events as well as 
other matters of  critical concern to the resi-
dents of  OTOW Condominium Commu-
nity. It is not hyperbole to say some warning 
may save your life!

Now is the time to prepare for a hurricane
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Things can change in a hurry
One year ago at this time, the On Top 

of  the World community was fully en-
gaged in a cessation of  any social activity 
that involved contact with others.

I thank each of  you for your patience 
and forbearance and for acting in ways 
that demonstrated caring for your neigh-
bors.   

I marvel at the speed with which the 
community has come back.

The collective understanding of  the 
pandemic and its risks, as well as the avail-
ability of  vaccines, have brought us to this 
point where the community can begin to 
reopen.

We still are not entirely out of  the 
woods, but we are a lot farther down the 
road in attaining the goal of  zero new in-
fections.

I am reminded of  a wise saying by an 
anonymous individual: “These are diffi-
cult and concerning times. Don’t let the 
fear of  the moment drive out the hope for 
a great tomorrow.”

Hope and belief  in the future has sus-
tained us.    

SCA Facilities are fully open and op-
erating under normal business hours in 
accordance with the most current Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) guidance. 

Some clubs are resuming small meet-
ings and activities with limited participation.

The CDC recommends that gather-
ing virtually, or with the people you live 
with, are the safest choices, so larger gath-
erings of  more than 50 people continue 
not to be recommended and are not being 
scheduled at this time.

Masks are required when indoors and 
management asks that you maintain a safe 
distance of  6 feet between people. Wash-
ing and sanitizing your hands frequently is 
still recommended.

Outdoors, masks are optional, but 
distancing and sanitizing continues to be 
recommended.

As a reminder, guests are permitted at 
the golf  course, however, guests are not per-
mitted at other SCA facilities at this time.

The need for a steady decline in in-
fections and an increase in inoculations 
could result in this restriction being lifted 
entirely in the not too distant future.

   
Picking Up Where We Left Off

Way back in the “BP” (before pan-
demic) times, I announced at the General 
Meeting of  Jan. 29, 2020, that it was time 
to bring the management structure of  the 
community into the 21st century and align 
practices with current standards and law.  

Somewhere on the way to implement-
ing that challenging task, the Board got 
waylaid by other pressing matters. Now 
that the community is beginning to open 
back up, the Board will be picking that 
project back up.

This is an intensive project where the 
Board will be working with its legal coun-
sel to go through every major contract for 
services and operations to identify desired 
modifications that benefit the residents 
of  OTOW Condominiums. Next month 
I hope to publish a much more in-depth 

article on this process.
To this end, the Board of  Administra-

tion at On Top of  the World-Clearwater 
is always working to improve our com-
munity and its operations and to bring the 
Board closer to the residents.

As a part of  that effort, the Board re-
cently formed a Working Group to better 
empower residents of  OTOW Clearwater 
and continue to modernize the opera-
tions, and facilitate consolidated and cost-
effective operation of  the community.

Four of  your board members, the 
majority of  whom are full-time residents 
of  OTOW, will serve on this Working 
Group: James O’Neil, Charles “Chuck” 
McAllister, Michael Spodeck and Sharon 
Licata.

The Working Group meetings will be 
open and transparent so that residents can 
be involved and informed.

Pursuant to Rule 11, upcoming meet-
ings of  all Working Group meetings will 
be posted on the bulletin board in the 
East Activity Center at least 48 hours in 
advance.

The Board met on March 26, 2021, 
in a closed session with counsel to dis-
cuss pending litigation against the Board.  
While the minutes of  these types of  
meetings are allowed to be kept private, 
in the spirit of  wanting to be transpar-
ent, the Board voted to publish them. 
You may send your request to receive a 
copy of  the meeting minutes via email to 
associationinfo@otowfl.net or by mail-
ing your request to receive a copy to the 
OTOW Condo Association, 2069 World 
Parkway Blvd. East.

Q&A With Chuck McAllister 
Next I want to share with you a Q&A 

with one of  your resident Board and Work-
ing Group members, Chuck McAllister.

Chuck has dedicated his life to serving 
our country, retiring from the US Army in 
2010 after 35 years of  service as a Chief  
Warrant Officer Five.

In 1980, Chuck attended flight school 
at Ft. Rucker, Ala., and became a Warrant 
Officer aviator.

After retiring from the military, Chuck 
developed an interactive Air Traffic Con-
trol program used in all unmanned aircraft 
systems (UAS) simulation across the De-
partment of  Defense.

Chuck holds a bachelor’s degree in 
business from Excelsior College and a 

master’s degree in educational technology 
integration from Penn State University. 

He resides at On Top of  the World 
with his wife, Theresa, and has been a resi-
dent since 2014.

His Q&A discussion is available on 
page 5 of  this newspaper and will be pub-
lished on the official OTOW Condomini-
um website (otowclearwaterinfo.com).

You will be able to read similar Q&A 
discussion with the other Board members 
as they are posted over the next several 
weeks and months.

Survey Update
In March of this year, Parkway 

Maintenance & Management, LLC.,  
contracted with Clearview Research to 
conduct a community survey for the pur-
pose of gaining insights from residents 
into how they are feeling about life in the 
OTOW community.

Surveys were mailed to every resi-
dence and we received 1,893 responses.  
Because it was an extensive survey, it 
will take time for Clearview Research 
to complete its work of assessing, tabu-
lating and summarizing the responses 
into a report. It is my hope that the sum-
mary survey report will be completed 
by Clearview Research in time to share 
the findings in the June 2021 edition of 
OTOW News. Thank you to all those 
community members who participated 
and responded.

Spectrum Update  
Spectrum’s form of  contract is very 

problematic for the Association. The par-
ent company, Charter Communications, 
takes a dim view of  allowing changes to 
their form. As it stands, Spectrum’s con-
tract needs work to reflect the needs of  
this Association. We continue to speak 
with their representatives in ongoing ef-
forts to resolve outstanding concerns.

To hedge our bets, the Board is reach-
ing out to alternative providers to gauge 
interest in serving the community on a 
bulk basis and identify the challenges to 
providing those services. I’m sorry to re-
port that there is no immediate timeline to 
a resolution.

Upcoming Projects  
Painting and Waterproofing
May is traditionally the last month 

where painting crews can work unimped-
ed before Florida’s summer weather pat-
tern sets in and the daily rains take over 
until fall arrives.

As this article goes to print, the paint-
ing contractor is scheduled to be under-
taking front facade re-coating projects at 
Buildings 48 and 50 in the month of  May.

As always, notices will be posted in ad-
vance of  the work. Please keep in mind that 
the painting contractor will be operating in 
close proximity to parking areas and front/
rear porches which may require the tempo-
rary displacement of  vehicles or property.

Thank you for your cooperation in 
advance and keep in mind that inclement 
weather can affect start and completion 
dates.

Correction
In the April edition of  the On Top 

of  the World News, it was noted that the 
front façade of  Building 94 would be re-
coated in April. This article should have 
listed Building 84. Please accept our apol-
ogies for this typographical error. 

The installation of  new unit address 
numbers will continue in May as this com-
munity improvement project follows the 
application of  front façade coatings.

As the painting contractor moves 
throughout the property, Management 
Company crews will be installing new life-
safety compliant, reflective unit numbers 
on the common area wall in proximity to 
unit front doors.

Bulletins will be posted in advance of  
the work advising residents of  the process 
and what they can expect. Unit numbers 
currently attached to the common ele-
ment wall will be removed by the paint-
ing contractor, while numbers installed on 
front unit doors will need to be removed 
by the unit owner. If  a unit owner wishes, 
they may contract with the Management 
Company for the removal of  any old unit 
numbers for a nominal fee. Please remem-
ber that for community standard reasons, 
all old unit numbers must be removed.

Construction, Roofing and
Large Scope Projects

The railing improvement project at 
Building 71 that was delayed from March 
is now back on the calendar for May, 
pending permitting approval from Pinel-
las County.

As with all other community railing 
projects, a licensed contractor will affect 
the complete removal and replacement of  
the aluminum components in the second 
and third floor balcony walkways and cen-
ter core and end stairwells.

The improvements are estimated to be 
complete in 5-7 weeks from the start of  the 
project. Notices will be posted in advance 
of  the start date so residents should keep an 
eye on their bulletin boards for updates. As 
with all other community improvements, 
please exercise caution in and around the 
areas where this work is taking place.

Another contractor who is tentatively 
scheduled to be on property in late May/
early June is one that specializes in the res-
toration of  the community’s concrete side-
walks. The scope of  work involves the re-
moval of  lifted sections of  sidewalk panels 
usually caused by the beautiful and stately 
oak trees that exist throughout property.

The second phase of  this three-year 
project will see these specialty techni-
cians working in the areas of  Buildings 
23 through 61. Some of  the sidewalk sec-
tions in need of  repair are in close prox-
imity to front entrance sidewalks and 
porches leading into condo units. If  this 
is the case, residents will receive notice 
advising them that the contractor will be 
working in this area within the upcoming 
days, which may limit their access to their 
unit temporarily. 

          (Continued on page 5)

Picking up where we left off:   Getting to a new normal
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Any pre-existing paint coating on 
porches will be removed as a result of  this 
work.

Residents wishing to apply a new 
coating to their porch will need to reach 
out the Inspection Services Division and 
submit a modification application, which 
is available in the Community Service Of-
fice in the East Activity Center.

Only slip resistant coatings in colors 
that meet community standards will be 
approved. Thanks for your cooperation in 
advance.       

Duke Energy will also be on property 
in the month of  May adding streetlights 
to the main thoroughfares on the east side 
of  property as part of  a continuing multi-
year project.

The intent is to enhance night-time 
visibility for the safety of  pedestrians, bi-
cyclists and drivers alike. Please keep an 
eye out for Duke’s work crews as they will 
be working in close proximity to road-
ways and may have trucks and equipment 
parked along the curb side. 

Recurring Reminders For
All Community Residents

Building walkway repairs will contin-
ue as construction crews perform mainte-
nance to the second and third floor walk-
ing surfaces.

Many buildings will see these resto-
ration crews as the Management Com-
pany focuses its efforts on these types 
of  repairs. This work requires the use of  
specialized power tools and may cause a 
temporary inconvenience in the form of  
noise and dust. Repair crews will do their 
best to limit the inconvenience during this 
necessary work. These small repair areas 
will also be coated as a future preventative.

As always, we ask that residents please 
limit any foot traffic in and around any 
work area they may encounter.  

Walkway coating improvements will 
continue across property. These improve-
ments involve preparation of  the surface 
(and occasionally sub-surface) concrete, 
the addition of  acrylic fortified materials 
to stairwell surfaces, and then the applica-
tion of  a quality slip-resistant barrier coat-
ing.

The end result is intended to provide 
longevity to the balcony walking surfaces 
as well as returning the look to its original 
conveyed color scheme.

The Management Company will 
post notices on affected building bulletin 
boards concerning the dates crews are ex-
pected to commence the work. Please be 
aware of  “Caution” and “Wet Paint” signs 
in and around these work areas. 

 Inspection Services Division
The Inspection Services team, in con-

junction with the Parkway Maintenance 
Construction Department, will continue 
prepping buildings scheduled for new 
paint coatings in the current improvement 
cycle.

This has been an ongoing endeavor 
throughout the community over the last 
few years and encompasses the removal 
of  all association unapproved plant han-

gar brackets, holiday lighting hooks that 
are affixed into the masonry block, hose 
reels, and other wall and ceiling penetra-
tions.

In keeping with association rules, 
these items will be removed without no-
tice. Residents are kindly asked to seek 
association approval before affixing any-
thing to the common element in the fu-
ture. 

The Management Company would 
like to remind residents that all water 
softening equipment installations require 
advance association approval via a modifi-
cation permit. A permit application pack-
age may be obtained by visiting the Com-
munity Service Office in the East Activity 
Center at 2069 World Parkway Boulevard. 

Residents are also reminded that only 
resin-style, not ion exchange or salt, water 
softeners are permissible in the commu-
nity.

Please make sure you apply for a per-
mit and receive approval prior to con-
tracting with a service to avoid a compli-
ance visit by the management company. 
Thanks for your advance cooperation. 

Inspection services representatives 
will be reaching out to residents of  build-
ings that are scheduled for new paint and 
waterproofing coatings during the current 
and upcoming improvement cycle.

The purpose of  their contact will be 

to advise residents that the painting ven-
dor will be color matching all external 
doors to the majority building color as is 
required by the condominium association 
rules. This will usually require no action by 
the unit owner other than to allow access 
to the entire door surface for the coating 
to be applied.

If  for some reason you were not at 
home when this work takes place, you 
may contact the Community Service Of-
fice and schedule a follow-up visit by the 
coating’s vendor. We appreciate your co-
operation in making this project a success 
across the community.   

Many first floor unit owners will be 
receiving notification from the Inspec-
tion Services Department over the com-
ing months as the Management Company 
works towards the removal of  all unap-
proved decorative stones throughout the 
community. The stones are not only an 
unapproved item for use in landscaping, 
but have the possibility to damage associa-
tion and personal property alike.

To keep all residents in the com-
munity aware of  this compliance matter, 
the notice will be published in upcoming 
editions of  the OTOW newspaper. The 
Management Company asks that if  you 
receive a notification requiring action on 
your part, please remove the stones at the 
earliest convenience. 

The removal of  plantings located 
above and around the potable water me-
ters that service the individual units is also 
ongoing. The Management Company is 
asking that all residents comply and not 
replant the areas. Plants or other items 
found in these areas will be removed with-
out notice and disposed of  as they hinder 
the proper maintenance of  these meters 
in the future.

Please keep in mind that the condo-
minium association requires a modifica-
tion request for any landscape alterations. 
Many times decorative rocks or landscap-
ing are installed without the advance ap-
proval of  the association, and the removal 
and disposal of  these items becomes the 
responsibility of  the violator. Please, al-
ways apply for approval before you install. 

Inspection efforts are focused on the 
tagging and removal of  personal furnish-
ings and belongings placed in outside 
stairwells of  buildings. These obstructions 
present a fire safety concern, block egress, 
or do not comply with written community 
standards.

The Management Company would 
like to reiterate to residents that barbeque 
grills be it propane, charcoal, or electric, 
are not permitted on any balcony areas, as 
they pose a fire risk to the structure and 
residents. Please do not use any grill with-
in 10 feet of  the building.

Picking up where we left off:   Getting to a new normal
1. Why did you decide to join the On Top of the 

World Board of Administration?
A: My wife and I have been owners at OTOW for 

seven years and the Board has done an exceptional job 
maintaining and updating the community over the years. 
I see it as an opportunity to serve the community, partici-
pate in the inner workings, and have a positive impact 
on the day-to-day operations of the community as we 
move forward.  Things are good—as we move forward, 
we want to make it better.

2. What do you hope to accomplish on the Board? 
What is your vision for the future of On Top of the 
World?

A: One of my biggest priorities is to speak on behalf 
of the residents, as a resident. My wife and I make a 
point to get input from others in the community as well. 
We volunteered at the COVID-19 vaccine event hosted 
here and that gave us an opportunity to speak with many 
of the residents as 1,600 received COVID vaccines over 
three days.

We have a great bunch of people here and the com-
munity is well maintained with top-notch amenities.  To 
me, serving on the Board is about taking what we have 
and continuing to update and improve it as we go along 
based on the people who live here. 

3. What are some of your favorite things about living 
at On Top of the World?

A: The people are great: once you get to know them, 
you see how great they are. It is a very close-knit com-
munity where people look out for each other. Everything 
is exceptionally well maintained: the buildings, the 

streets, all the facilities. As an example, within the past 
few years they have changed the fitness center and it is 
top-notch – the layout and the equipment.

There are so many different things here that are ex-
cellent, but they all require maintenance. I want to take 
what we currently have to offer and continue to update 
and improve it based on the people moving in. As a 
younger group of people move in, we need to make sure 
we offer a community that meets their needs and desires 
too.

4. What has surprised you most about serving on the 
Board?

A: The Board is very forward-thinking and constant-
ly working to improve the structure and operation of the 
community for all residents.

I have also been surprised by the boundaries some 
residents will cross to express their discontent. With so 
many residents in the community it is not a surprise that 
someone might be unhappy, but it has been surprising 
that anyone would go so far as to personally threaten me 
and my fellow board members.

5. What one message would you like to share with 
the people who live at On Top of the World that we may 
not have covered?

A: OTOW is a great place to live. Being aware of 
some of the other communities in the area, we have some 
of the best facilities, activities, maintenance, and oppor-
tunities available to us. We live in paradise. In a popula-
tion of close to 10,000 residents, you cannot please ev-
eryone with everything, but I am happy to be here and 
proud to be serving on the board.

Q&A with ‘Chuck’ McAllister
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By Mike Wood
The On Top of  the World Computer 

Club just concluded our first Windows-
based laptop computer cleanup event in 
quite a while.

The cleanup day was open to the en-
tire OTOW community at no charge.  

Many residents took their computers 
to the Computer Lab in the West Activ-
ity Center on April 14 and 15 for a good 
cleaning.

Computer Club members addressed 
and cleaned resident computer issues 
ranging from viruses, memory problems, 
slow computer response dilemmas and 
file organization quandaries.  

The cleaning process included the fol-
lowing processes:

• System File check
• Browser Cleanup
• Memory Cleanup
• Unused Extension removal
• Registry Cleaner
• Auto Run program cleanup (pro-

grams that automatically run in the back-
ground that impair computer perfor-
mance)

With the number of  satisfied resident 
customers from this event, the Computer 
Club is now looking into possible future 
“cleanup days” for residents to get their 
tablets and cell phones cleaned.

Several of  these residents joined the 
Computer Club at the event so they could 
keep up with all the services the Comput-
er Club provides.

About the Computer Club
The Computer Club meets every Sat-

urday morning at 8:30 using the Zoom 
virtual meeting platform and visitors are 
welcome.

Sessions usually consist of  presenta-
tions or discussions led by club members 
or guest speakers. Time is also made avail-
able to ask questions.

In addition to the Saturday meetings, 
the club offers assistance to any OTOW 
resident with basic technology-related 

questions or issues.
The Learning Lab is now open in the 

West Activity Center, Wednesday morn-
ings from 8:30-10 by appointment only. 
Knowledgeable Computer Club volun-
teers offer basic computer, tablet and 
smart phone program assistance and app 
help. The services are free to all OTOW 
residents with a valid Activity Card. Com-
puter Club membership is not required to 
get assistance.

If  residents have in-home computers 
that require service in their condos, the 
Computer Club does not offer an in-home 
repair service, although the Computer 
Club can offer guidance and assistance 
in locating service providers who can ad-
dress other-than-basic service needs or in-
home computer issues.

Computer service-related ques-
tions can be sent to the Computer Club 
at otowcc@gmail.com. Responses nor-
mally are made within 72 hours after the 
request is received. Otherwise, for more 

information about the Computer Club, 
email us at otowcc@gmail.com, visit our 
official website at www.otowcc.com or 
click our link in the OTOW Box Office, 
otowboxoffice.com

Dozens of residents now have clean computers

TOPS stands for “Take Off  Pounds Sensibly.”
Our club meets Thursday mornings from 9:30-11 a.m. in the East 

Activity Center Largo Room.
We are very motivated to help you want to lose weight. We are a 

friendly group and usually go out for a healthy meal after our meetings.
Because we are a part of  a national club, we charge $32 per person 

for yearly national dues. For joining the national club, you will receive 
a monthly magazine of  helpful items.  

Please come to our meetings at no charge for one month to try 
us out.

For more information call Libby Shear at 727-669-1486.

Motivated OTOW group wants to help you lose weight
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A friend, who is also a client, asked 
me why I was writing these scam alerts.

“You must know that you are preach-
ing to the choir,” he said.

In fact, I don’t know that.
I suspect that there are folks who read 

my column who have been scammed, who 
have clicked on a scam link or who have 
been scammed by some other method.

Also, and this is very important to 
me as well, I am hopeful that by publish-
ing my scam alerts, my readers will help 
out someone else who is about to be 
scammed. 

 
Scam Alert: I, myself, received an 

email which was in the form of  a notice. 
It told me I was receiving a letter and I 
had to click on a link to open it.

Nope! Don’t do it!
Instead, automatically hit the “delete 

button” when directed to click on a link 
to see anything — anything!

I tell my clients that under no circum-
stances will they ever get a “link” from 
me. So, if  they do get a link that appears 
to come from me, it didn’t.

Delete it. Do not click on links.
Are there exceptions?
Well, not for me!
Every now and then, I get a link from 

a friend of  mine. I delete it. Later, perhaps, 
that friend will ask me what I thought of  
whatever it was. I tell them the truth. I did 
not open it.

My friends. That’s just the way it is 
these days.

Q.  What are your thoughts about the 
recent election?

A.  OK. This is my excuse for letting 

everyone know about politics and this col-
umn.

There isn’t any political agenda here 
and there isn’t going to be any. I am speak-
ing for myself, for my law partner Rachel 
Wagoner and for John Beck, who is also 
an attorney and member of  the law firm.  

The purpose of  this column is to 
bring interesting legal topics to the atten-
tion of  our readership. 

That’s it!
We want everyone to enjoy this col-

umn.
We want everyone to feel comfortable 

in knowing that we have no political phi-
losophy that we seek to impose.

So, we will not engage in any political 
positioning.

The only reason for this column is to 
give you some legal issues to consider and 
that you might find interesting.

If, in the process of  writing this col-
umn, you find something that is helpful, 
well, that’s perfect.

You see, it is Rachel, John and I who 

appreciate that you have taken the time to 
read what we write. 

 
Q. I understand that there is some-

thing called the “Save Our Homes” cap 
and it prevents the county from increasing 
the taxable assessed value of  my property.  

What do I have to do to sign up for it?

A.  The “Save Our Homes” cap is in 
the Florida Constitution. Its purpose is to 
limit any increase in the assessed value of  
a Homestead to no more than 3 percent 
of  the prior year’s assessment. It applies 
to one’s homestead and not to non-home-
stead property.

You do not have to do anything to 
get it. It is automatically applied to your 
homestead exemption, but it takes effect 
one year after you get the homestead ex-
emption.

So, simply by obtaining the home-
stead exemption entitles you to the “Save 
Our Homes” cap.

Q.  I am married, but separated from 
my husband. He lives in (a northern state) 
and we have no intention of  ever living 
together. We are not planning on a di-
vorce, at least not in the near future. It’s 
just that right now, we prefer our separate 
lives, separate from each other.

My home is in my name, alone. His 
home is in his name alone.

Can I legally obtain the homestead 
exemption even though he has one for 
where he lives?

A. Yes, you can have a Florida home-
stead exemption.

However, and I cannot say this strong-

ly enough, it had better be two really and 
truly separate living arrangements.  

You must not for one moment think 
you can fool the State of  Florida by just 
saying we have separate lives.

In other words, if  your marriage is in-
tact, and you are just saying that you live 
separate lives in order to get two home-
stead exemptions, that is not going to 
work.

You will be caught and penalized.  

----

Jerry Colen (Jerry@colenwagoner.com); 
Rachel Wagoner (Rachel@colenwagoner.com); 
and John Beck (John@colenwagoner.com) are 
members Colen & Wagoner, P.A. Jerry Colen 
and Rachel Wagoner are members of  the Na-
tional Academy of  Elder Law Attorneys and 
the Academy of  Florida Elder Law Attorneys. 
John Beck has a degree in finance, and a masters 
degrees in accounting and taxation. The law 
firm practices in the areas of  wills, trusts, pro-
bate, real estate, elder law, Medicaid planning, 
and business and professional advice.This col-
umn does not, nor is it intended, to provide 
legal advice. You should not rely on what is 
written in this column to be legal advice for 
any situation. You should always consult your 
own attorney for legal advice. The Law Of-
fices of  Colen and Wagoner, P.A. is located 
at 7243 Bryan Dairy Road, Largo, Florida 
33777 and in Suite 11 at Circle Square Com-
mons in Ocala, Florida. Our phone number 
is (727) 545-8114. Online you can find us at 
www.colenwagoner.com. 

Before performers were mic’d on 
stage, Ethel Merman could belt out a song 
that could be heard from a block away.

She certainly had no problem reach-
ing the top balcony.

Ethel was born in Queens, N.Y., just a 
few miles from Broadway. She knew early 
on that she wanted to become an actress. 
She was given the nickname, “Ole Yeller.”

Ethel became friends with Irving 
Berlin and he wrote several Broadway 
shows for her. She was probably most re-
membered for “Call Me Madam.”

Ethel was married three times. In her 
biography, she said her marriage to fourth 
husband, Ernest Borgnine, was a disaster 
and didn’t last through the honeymoon. It 
was left as a blank page. In court, it only 
took minutes for a judge to grant her a 
divorce.

Ethel married William Smith in 1940, 
Robert Levitt in 1941, Robert Six in 1953 
and then Ernest in 1964. She had two 
children, Ethel and Robert, by her sec-
ond husband. The first child died by an 
overdose, ruled accidental. Ethel also had 
a miscarriage.

Ethel recorded a disco album, which 
won her a star on the Hollywood Walk of  
Fame. She was awarded a second star for 
her work on Broadway.

While performing on stage during a 
number, Ethel was heckled by someone in 
the audience. She stopped the song, went 
down into the audience and escorted the 
heckler out the door. She returned to the 
stage and then finished the song.

I always say I didn’t like Ethel, but I 
never saw her in a show I didn’t like.

She had a raspy voice, but a great 

stage presence.
She said her favorite show was “Call 

Me Madam.”
Christmas was a favorite time of  the 

year for Ethel. In fact, she loved Christ-
mas so much, she kept her Christmas tree 
up all year.

On April 7, 1983, Ethel collapsed in 
her Manhattan apartment. She was taken 
to Roosevelt Hospital where she was di-
agnosed as having stage 4 glioblastoma, 
or tumor in her brain. She underwent sur-
gery and died 10 months later.

When she died, Ethel left $800,000 
to be divided between her son and grand-
children. She was buried at the Shrine 
Remembrance Mausoleum in Colorado 
Springs, Co.

She will always be remembered as 
one of  the great icons of  Broadway.

This ‘ole yeller’ didn’t refer to a dog, 
but someone with a very loud voice

What is the Save Our Homes cap?

The official community website: otowclearwaterinfo.com
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Pavilion Grills
It’s spring time.
Birds are hatching, bunny rabbits are 

hopping, flowers are blooming and the 
pavilion grills are multiplying!

Yes, three new oversized grills have 
been installed under the pavilion and are 
available for use with a reservation.

The remaining seven outside grills are 
now open and available, first come, first 
served without a reservation.

Happy grilling!
Recently, a resident asked me, “Can I 

just sit and relax at one of  the tables under 
the pavilion?”

Of  course you can.
The pavilion is the perfect place to get 

out of  the sun or rain, and sit and relax.  
However, if  you are planning to have 

food, or utilizing the pavilion for a meet-
ing or recurring club activity, a reservation 
is required.  

As a reminder, under COVID-19 re-
strictions, the seven grill sites at Pavilion 
Park can accommodate singles, couples or 
a small group of  four. Currently, the maxi-
mum number of  occupants under the pa-
vilion remains at 25. 

Request Forms Online 
Introducing the new online Facil-

ity Request/Reservation form and online 
Shuttle Bus Reservation Form!

Both are now available at the new 
otowclearwaterinfo.com website!

Please take some time to explore the 
website.  In my opinion, it’s a lot easier to 
navigate and I think you will find a few 
new options under “Community Activi-
ties” that will make submitting a reserva-
tion a whole lot easier!

To reserve the facilities:  
1. Click on the “Community Activi-

ties” tab and scroll down.
2. Click on “Forms” then scroll down, 
3. Click on “SCA Facility Online Re-

quest form,” answer prompts, sign and 
submit.

Your request lands in the general ac-
tivity email account.

Upon receipt, the Activity Office 
promptly reviews the calendar for avail-
ability and then follows up with you in a 
phone call or email to either confirm or 
adjust the date or time.

The best aspect of  the online Facility 
Request form is the electronic signature. 
It cuts the inefficiency of  the process in 
half. There is no longer a need to come 
into the office to sign the form. However, 
if  your reservation includes food, a secu-
rity deposit (check only) is required to fi-
nalize your reservation.

Did you know that for your conve-
nience, residents can drop off  checks and 
completed activity forms to my mailbox 
located in the Community Service Office?

After hours, please utilize the secure 
mail slot at the front entrance of  the East 
Activity Center.

I will confirm receipt of  all forms and 
checks with an email or a phone call.

Activity forms are also available at the 
Activity Office, Community Service Of-
fice or can be printed from the website.

Important: Activity Office hours are 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.-
noon and 12:30-3 p.m., but the Activity 
Office “does not process in-person or 
online facility reservations on Fridays.”

In other words, it is not possible to 
make a facility reservation for the up-
coming weekend on a Friday.

The next time you want to reserve a 
facility, please try the online form at the 
website. I really think you will find it to be  
much easier and I look forward to your 
feedback.

To make a shuttle bus reservation on-
line is even simpler!

Please follow the same directions as 
above, but click on “Shuttle Bus Reserva-
tion Form.”

Scroll down and you will find the shut-
tle bus schedule and a short, simple reser-
vation form. Type in your name, building/
unit, phone number, date and time of  res-
ervation. Click submit and that is it!

If  the bus is full, or we have any fur-
ther questions, a representative will con-
tact you.  

Please call or email me any-
time with questions: 727-799-2734 or 
general_activity@otowfl.com.

Helping Hands
Drive-Thru Food Pantry

OK, let’s face it (economically speak-
ing), full retirement is not a walk in the 
park for many.

Even given that you worked hard all 
of  your life, at retirement Social Security 
might be your main source of  income.

If  this is your situation, by the end of  
the month, you might be in need of  a little 
helping hand.

Commencing at noon on Thursday, 
May 27 and at noon on the fourth Thurs-
day of  every month thereafter, Helping 
Hands will be on site for our residents 
only. Proof  of  residency is required. 

The event will take place at the East 
Activity Center north parking area. Resi-

dents will enter at Columbia Drive, receive 
bags of  food in their vehicle’s trunk and 
then drive on through to exit back out on 
Columbia Drive. 

The experienced Helping Hands staff  
and volunteers are confident the entire 
drive-thru operation will be smooth, swift 
and completed by 1:15 p.m.

Facility staff  will be directing traffic.   
Helping Hands volunteers will dispense 
the food.

On a typical visit, you can expect to 
receive:

• Fresh Produce
• Fresh Bakery Items
• Non-perishable food items such as 

canned fruits, vegetables, meat, tuna and 
soup, pasta and or rice, boxed cereals, to-
mato sauces, protein bars, cookies, crack-
ers and snacks.

• Also available may be frozen meats 
(10 pounds) hamburger, pork, chicken, 
beef, etc.

Helping Hands emphasizes the fol-
lowing ground rules to ensure a successful 
drive-thru food dispensary:  

1. DO NOT arrive at the East Activ-
ity Center earlier than 11:55 a.m.

2. Follow traffic as directed by Facil-
ity staff

3. Pop open your vehicle’s trunk or 
have an area inside your vehicle large 
enough to receive bags and boxes of  food.

4. Continue to follow facility staff ’s 
direction to exit.

Helping Hands food pantry became 
incorporated as Countryside Cares in 
March of  2013 with the purpose of  pro-
viding food, clothing and life-skills coach-
ing to veterans, seniors, single parents, 
working poor and homeless with the tools 
needed to become independent and pro-
ductive members of  our community. 

Since 2013, SCA has hosted the Help-
ing Hands food donation barrel at the 
East Activity Center (located in the Com-

munity Service Office) and for the organi-
zation, our residents make up the benefac-
tors, volunteers and, yes, the clients who 
benefit from a helping hand.

By the year 2019, Helping Hands 
had served over 12,899 clients and over 
1,620,578 pounds of  food!

With the onset of  COVID-19, the op-
eration went mobile. Mobility allowed for 
easy distribution under social distancing re-
strictions and at the same time enabled fur-
ther reach to serve more of  its neighbors.

In 2020, 2.8 million pounds of  food 
have been dispensed – free!

Over this past year, the organization 
has recognized a need for more specific 
services and looks forward to further ex-
pansion.

SHINE May Zoom Meetings
at Nancy’s Bulletin Board

If  you have questions about Medicare, 
please visit Nancy’s Bulletin Board at the 
website www.otowclearwaterinfo.com where 
you will find an entire calendar of  SHINE 
Zoom meetings for the month of  May.

Simply click on the link attached to 
the meeting on any one of  the following 
topics:  Medicare Basics, Medicare 101, 
Part C Advantage Plans, Part D Drug 
Plans, Long Term Care and Financial As-
sistance.

SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of  Elders) is a free program of-
fered by the Florida Department of  Elder 
Affairs and the Area Agency on Aging of  
Pasco and Pinellas.

Specially trained volunteers can assist 
you with your Medicare, Medicaid, and 
Health insurance questions by providing 
one-on-one counseling and information. 
SHINE services are free, unbiased, and 
confidential.

Shine Counselors can be reached by 
calling 1-800-963-5337 or 1-727-217-
8111.

Two new large grills have been added pond-side and one more grill added 
tennis-side at the actual pavilion. Groups reserving the pavilion can now have 
events and meetings, and grill for guests as well. The pavilion grills must be 
reserved ahead of time. See Nancy Rogers in the Activities Office.         
           (OTOW News photo by Doug Kates)

Three new large-size grills 
added to pavilion deck
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By Wendy Colquhoun 
Our American  history and the his-

tory of  lawn bowling here in the United 
States have a direct connection.

How could this be you wonder?
Let me share.
First, you must be aware that lawn 

bowls was the sport of  royalty in the 
1200s onward. Why? Two reasons. Who, 
but royalty, could afford to have playtime 
and royalty banned others from playing to 
ensure energy was directed toward keep-
ing royalty safe and fed.

Lawn bowling appears to have been 
introduced into the American colonies 
in the 1600s, although archaeologists 
have uncovered biased stone bowls 
now in a Vancouver BC museum. These 
bowls provide evidence that a similar 
game was played by North American 
Indians centuries before the arrival of  

the British.
Boston in 1615 is the alleged first re-

cord of  a bowling green here in America. 
Greens were soon found in New Am-

sterdam (New York), and what would be-
come Washington and Virginia.

Moving forward once more to 1726, 
our first President’s father took over 
Mount Vernon in Virginia and created a 
bowling green. George Washington grew 
up playing bowls, a popular, genteel pas-
time favored by officers of  the British Co-
lonial Army. The family sponsored many 
bowls-centered events. George Washing-
ton designed and created a new landscape 
at Mount Vernon between 1784 and 1787. 
This was planned as a recreation ground 
for the entertainment and pleasure of  
guests to the estate.

The American Revolution created a 
mistrust for all things British and the Dec-

laration of  Independence was the death 
knell for lawn bowling in America for sev-
eral centuries.

All things British were considered ta-
boo, including bowling greens.

Greens were plowed up, some con-
verted to campgrounds, some planted 
with flowers or trees, and all hidden as 
much as possible. 

At Mount Vernon the abandoned 
green was planted with young full-grown 
trees described as a rugged type of  mag-
nolia.

One of  these trees, “The Washington 
magnolia,” planted in the garden entrance 
to the bowling green, is reputed to be hale 
and hearty today.

Mount Vernon is owned and main-
tained in trust for the people of  the Unit-
ed States by the Mount Vernon Ladies 
Association of  the Union, a private, non-

profit organization.
If  you have the opportunity to visit 

Mount Vernon today, you will see the re-
stored bowling green in all its glory.

Lawn bowling started to resurface 
here in America in the early 1900s in Cali-
fornia.

Closer to home, right here in Pi-
nellas County, the St Petersburg Lawn 
Bowling Club is the oldest formally or-
ganized lawn bowling organization in 
Florida and the 10th oldest club in the 
United States.

We are fortunate to have lawn bowls 
here at On Top of  the World.

(Sources: The Mount Vernon Trust, 
Encyclopedia Britannia, Wikipedia, St Pete 
Lawn Bowls, world history of  lawn bowls and 
US history of  lawn bowls.)

This is the historical bowling green at Mount Vernon. For details, please visit the website: mountvernon.org or take a virtual tour by 
visiting: virtualtour/mountvernon.org.            (Photo provided by the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association) 

A little lawn bowl American history
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Each month, OTOW News and Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming are featuring a Pet of the Month in this newspaper. Any 
pets living at On Top of the World are eligible. To enter your pet, email one clear, color photo to OTOW.newsroom@
gmail.com and tell us what makes your pet special. If you don’t have email capabilities, drop off your photo and 
information at the newsroom. You must include pet’s name, owner’s name, building and age of pet. If the age is not 
included, your pet will not be eligible. Only one pet per household can win each year, but now two pets from the same 
household can be one entry. The winner this month will receive a gift card from Woof Gang Bakery in Clearwater. 
If you are the winner this month, stop by the newsroom to pick up your gift cards. Each monthly winner becomes 
eligible for Pet of the Year honors in January. Voting for Pet of the Year takes place online in January. The winner 
will be announced each February. The winner receives additional prizes and will be invited to march in the annual 
Irish Club Parade each March.

Do you like to go for car rides? Yes? Well, so does Haylee, an 11-year-old resident of  Building 9 - the Polynesian Building.
Haylee is part Dachshund and part Chihuahua. She loves car rides, walks around the East Activity Center to meet other pets 

and will roll over for a belly rub. Haylee is very smart. She will do tricks for a treat. Haylee is owned by Bill and Debbie Hicks.

Haylee
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By Sue Naylor
“What is art?”
According to Marshall McLuan, art is 

“Anything you can get away with.”
Follow your heart, your impulses and 

free your passions by taking brush in hand 
and create.

Not every artist is born with creative 
genes. Many excellent artists have learned 
their craft.

You have to be willing to experiment.
I, personally, would recommend you 

start with a large surface and let yourself  
go.

An ugly mess is not an indictment of  
your character, so have at it. You are a step 
ahead of  those critics who don’t have the 
nerve to put paint to canvas. You can al-
ways call your creation abstract art.

Painting a little - or a lot - every day 
helps you overcome your hesitation and 
self-criticism. And please don’t ask your 
husband, wife, friends or other unquali-
fied art critics what they think of  your 
painting, especially before it is finished.  
This will only serve to quash your creative 
genius as you eagerly await their glowing 
critiques.

If  it pleases you, it is a work of  art.
The On Top of  the World Art Guild 

fosters initiative and self  development.  
While attending classes, members will 
learn techniques, but are still encouraged 
to create their own way.

If  25 people are working on painting 
the profile of  a cat, you will see 20 differ-
ent portrayals as you take a break and walk 
around the room. 

Some people are very detail oriented 
in what they paint, but others are more 
free-wheeling and uninhibited.

You already have a style all your own 
-  you just don’t know yet what it is.

You really can’t make a mistake, which 
actually isn’t true. Sometimes you try to 
overcorrect so much that you end up with 
mud. Paint a rainy day around it.

Please consider joining our group at a 
Friday meeting where you will make new 
friends, experience interesting presenta-
tions and even gain a pound or two from 
our excellent noshes.

Watch for a listing of  classes in the 
fall.  In the meantime, get your COVID-19 
shot so we can develop herd immunity and 
actually meet in person for our classes.

I’m watching you!

Artists do not have to please an 
audience - just please themselves

The painting above has color, shapes and creativity - but is it art? The best part about being an artist 
is your audience’s opinion doesn’t matter. An artist needs only to be proud of their own work.

By Wendy Colquhoun
Chinese Paint Brush Class returns to On Top of  the 

World on Tuesdays with set up starting in the East Activity 
Center Crystal Beach Room at 12:30 p.m.

Clean up is completed by 4.
Chinese Paint Brush is an ancient art form with many 

facets. Students start their journey exploring the Four Gentle-
men: bamboo, orchid, chrysanthemum and plum. Through 
this exploration, and much practice, one learns the basic 
strokes and how to control moisture and the brush.

Chinese Paint Brush is very different than western water 

color painting. We paint the essence or chi of  a subject.
Due to the very nature of  the paper we use, the strokes 

become one with the paper and not on the paper.
The four treasures: ink, inkstone, paper and brush are 

all unique to this art. Even the paint is different, although 
western water colors may be used.

In landscape painting, the view is from the air.
Interested?
Come by on a Tuesday to learn more. All members of  

the OTOW Art Guild are welcome. Not a member, no wor-
ries, we will sign you up. Happy painting!

This spring, try a new, unique style of painting
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By Janice Berman
I miss the fun times traveling and 

cruising with Travel Club members.
Fortunately, we have a club member 

who is also a travel agent - Gerri Jaeger. 
Thanks to Gerri, many members have 

enjoyed pre-pandemic cruises, especially 
on cruises departing from Tampa.

I consider her a good source of  infor-
mation regarding the travel industry as a 
whole, so I asked how are travel agencies 
making it through this pandemic?

Here are her answers.
“I’ve been a travel agent for 40 years 

and have gone through many ups and 
downs in the business, but nothing like 
this pandemic.

“The last of  the brick-and-mortar 
agencies, especially the mom-and-pop 
agencies, have all closed and now work 
from home. Everything is done over 
the phone or internet and very few 
people are coming into the office these 

days. So closing an office was one way 
to save the agency from closing all to-
gether.

 “We have been working on refunds 
since last March with no new revenue be-
ing generated. Agencies earn commission 
once the passenger travels and not before.  

“It’s good to see 2022 bookings com-
ing in, but we still have to make it through 
2021. The cruise industry has taken the 
biggest hit and this billion-dollar industry 
must restart now or some of  the cruise 

lines will be in dire straits.
“With restrictions still in place for US 

cruise departures, cruise lines have decid-
ed to take their ships to ports outside the 
US and bookings are picking up quickly.  
This is good for passengers and cruise 
lines, but still hurting the small businesses 
that usually cater to cruise ships and pas-
sengers in the US. 

 “The airlines, hotels and theme parks 
have all re-opened and people are happy 
to travel again.

“The CDC needs to open the US 
ports now so people can get back to 
work.  

“There are many deals for the end of  
2021 and 2022, and change restrictions are 
very flexible so don’t wait. Book some-
thing, buy travel insurance and get back 
to traveling. Take a road trip to one of  our 
incredible national parks if  you still want 
to stay close to home.”

I hope you found this information 
helpful.

On Top of the World residents during a pre-pandemic cruise to Cozumel.

Resident travel agent gives update on making future plans
Deals are available if you book now for 2022
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By Jo Dameron
Good Neighbors Association 

volunteers play such a key role dur-
ing our events.

We have created a list of  volun-
teers that are eagerly waiting to par-
ticipate in future events when they 
begin to resume.

Hopefully, soon, our Activity 
Center will open up to entertainment, 
craft fairs and all other activities that 
are so vital to our community.

If  you are interested in volun-
teering your assistance to the Good 
Neighbors Association, please contact 
Jo Dameron (727) 725-5362 or send 
an email to jodam2298@gmail.com

You can volunteer as much or as 

little of  your time as it allows for you. 
We look forward to hearing from 
you.

Many thanks go out to a resident 
who responded to our request for 
yarn donations to the OTOW Knit-
ters Group. 

Donations are always welcome 
and appreciated and can be dropped 
off  at the EAC in the Crystal Room 
on Wednesdays from 9-11 a.m.

We are looking forward to re-
starting our Get Acquainted Coffee 
event and all our future events.

Let’s all strive to making our 
buildings “happy buildings” by 
reaching out to our neighbors.

Good Neighbors recruiting volunteers 
again as future events get closer

At right, a new yarn donation arrives for the Knitting Group.

By Joanne Cordes
Some people have the gift of  gab (the 

ability to speak fluently).
Some people have an awesome tal-

ent for weaving great tales with only a few 
words.

And still others can capture an entire 
scene in a single photo or painting.

From oral histories and interviews to 
movies and novels, there is no limit to the 
ways we can chronicle our family history. 
It just depends on the delivery method 
that works best for you.

Since I have a lot of  old photos and 
I appreciate the visual interest photos 
add to a story, I have asked to print this 
1912 school photo to go along with telling 
the story of  my father’s youth in Tarpon 
Springs. 

My father’s family lived in a farm-
house on a 5-acre wooded plot of  land on 
West Klosterman Road in Tarpon Springs. 

My father, and his seven siblings, 
walked nearly three miles to the Wall 
Springs School, which was built in 1910. 

Yes, they walked in bare feet, as the 
photo shows. 

If  you do not have photos available, 
you may be able to locate a newspaper ar-
ticle to add historical context and a color-
ful backdrop to your ancestor’s life.

Local or annual traditions in a com-

munity can also add context to events in 
your ancestor’s life. For example, the On 
Top of  the World parade at St. Patrick’s 
Day event. 

You may want to document the epic 
journey your immigrant ancestors took 
from their homeland. You can use maps, 
or perhaps a personal journal or letters, to 

document the journey.
Use the David Rumsey Historical 

Maps Collection to highlight the bound-
aries and names of  places your ancestors 
were around the time they lived.

Whatever method of  storytelling you 
choose, keep it short and sweet. A focused 
story is a memorable one. 

Until we meet again, keep in touch 
via Facebook’s OTOW Family History 
Group. We remain hopeful we’ll hold a 
meeting in November. Stay tuned. 

Old photos can help document past journeys. The picture above is from a 
Tarpon Springs school in 1912. Notice everyone has bare feet.

When documenting the lives of past 
ancestors, don’t forget the old photos

To read this newspaper online, go to the Box Office: otowboxoffice.com
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By Dale Stackhouse
The key to the success of  the Snow-

birds Club is, and always has been, great 
volunteers.

Last year, our Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Party had to be cancelled because of  
the pandemic. Instead, we postponed it 
to April 16 of  this year to have a belated 
mini-party at the On Top of  the World 
Pavilion.

The event took place to recognize key 
volunteers at Snowbirds Club Line Danc-
ing, as well as those who gave their time 
every Monday and Thursday morning at 
the East Activity Center to sell tickets for 
our social events.

We also recognized the commit-
tee which developed and conducted the 
Snowbirds Zoom Line Dance classes ev-
ery Wednesday morning for 20 weeks dur-
ing the pandemic. Zoom dancing began 
Nov. 1 and ran through April.

That committee consisted of  Ed and 
Dolly Foland, Pat Martel and Dale Stack-
house.

In lieu of  serving food and drink 
at the party, each volunteer was given 
a Snowbirds Club Line Dance shirt, as 
shown in the photo.

Zoom line dancing was a great suc-

cess, judging from the many participants 
who had perfect attendance.

Dancers,  including Joan McEvoy and 
Dale Stackhouse from Canada, Pat Mar-
tel and Aurora Millward from Maine, Sue 
Pall from New York, and Susan and Terry 
Meyers from right here at OTOW, told us 
that that hour was the highlight of  their 
week.

The reasons are several ... the fun of  

doing easy dances, led by Dolly, in the 
comfort and safety of  one’s own home, 
and, equally important, the opportunity to 
see one another’s smiling faces and have a 
chat during the social breaks.

Occasionally we might even be treat-
ed to a joke, or a visit from Eduardo the 
Magnificent with his magic tricks.

The Snowbirds Club will now take a 
short break over the summer.

All concerts at Ruth Eckerd Hall, 
dinner theater outings to Fletchers Early 
Bird Dinner Theater in Clearwater, and 
Sun Coast Broadway Dinner Theater in 
Hudson have been cancelled. We are opti-
mistic that we will be able to resume these 
activities next season. Watch for updates 
in this newspaper and on the Box Office 
(otowboxoffice.com).

Snowbirds Club finally gets chance to 
hold volunteer appreciation event

In April, Snowbirds Club volunteers were awarded shirts which were originally purchased for the fourth annual Line 
Dance Cruise scheduled for Jan. 17, 2021. The cruise was cancelled due to COVID-19 and has not been rescheduled.
In the front row, left to right, are Pat Cullen-Davis, Sue Pall, Dolly Foland, Debbie Mayo and Jan Soltys. In back are 
Grace Rudman, Ed Foland, Doug Springer, Jan Springer, Sheila Bonomo and Ted Soltys.

On Top of  the World residents cannot live on 
exercise alone.

Recently, members of  the Wednesday Co-Ed 
Exercise Group met for snacks and social time out-
side of  class.

The picture shows they all had a good time.
The exercise class has two groups. Class one 

meets from 9-10 a.m. and class two meets from 10-
11 a.m. All classes are Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays in the East Activity Center Exercise Room.

The classes follow all COVID-19 safety guide-
lines, including wearing masks and social distanc-
ing.

The classes will be taking place all summer.
For information about joining, stop by during 

one of  the classes and see if  there is room for you.

Wednesday 
Exercise Class
holds luncheon
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By Edwina Schick
Last month the Ronald Reagan Republican Club hosted David Jenkins from Conservatives for 

Responsible Stewardship.
David was here to discuss the conservative path to-

ward environmental issues. 
He enlightened us on solar energy and how the elec-

tric grid works.
Many of  our members left the meeting ready to con-

tact their elected representatives and share their concerns 
about Florida’s ecosystem.

Our next meeting will address the latest buzz term 
which has many people asking, “What is Wokeism?”

To lead us in this discussion, we will have a guest 
speaker, David Schick, who comes to us with a diverse 
background of  professional experience and a jack-of-all-
trades-master-of-none expertise.

From investigative journalism, marketing and  adver-
tising, graphic design and video production, to traveling 
the country in a van, his digital nomad lifestyle has given him a unique perspective on America’s transi-
tion into post modernism.

We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting, May 11, in the East Activity Center auditorium.
Registration and socializing begins at 6 p.m. And then a brief  membership business meeting will 

take place at 7 p.m, followed by our guest speaker.
David Jenkins explains the Conservatives for Responsible 
Stewardship philosophy during a meeting in April.

Republicans learn 
about solar energy
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By Donna Lukas
Suncoast Sierra Club Executive Com-

mittee Chair Bryan Beckman was the 
guest speaker at the April meeting of  our 
On Top of  the World Democratic Club. 

Bryan was here to tell us about the 
work of  the local Sierra Club and gave 
us an update on Pinellas County environ-
mental projects.

There are two basic parts of  the Sun-
coast group: the Conservation Committee 
and the Political Committee.

The Conservation Committee focus-
es on land, water and energy. The Political 
Committee deals with candidate surveys 
and endorsements.

The Suncoast Sierra Club is behind a 
Ready for 100 Campaign, a major project 
that focuses on getting Florida counties to 
set goals for 100 percent clean energy. 

Bryan told us that the Pinellas County 
Commission may be open to this idea, but 
staff  members need to be in a good posi-
tion to present the campaign.

Voters can get a Pinellas Ready for 
100 Activist Toolkit at the website address 
provided right.  

Bryan said there are four cities in Pi-
nellas County that have already signed on 
to Ready for 100. They are Largo, St. Pe-
tersburg, Dunedin and Safety Harbor. 

The city of  Clearwater is behind oth-
ers in Pinellas County regarding energy 

use. For example, Clearwater has zero so-
lar use in city buildings, but Seminole has 
put solar on buildings using Penny for Pi-
nellas funds.

Bryan also said that Duke Energy 
doesn’t publish solar data, but by look-
ing for solar permits in public records, 
the Sierra group has determined that 800 
homes in Clearwater have saved $1.3 mil-
lion on energy bills and saved an estimat-
ed 16 million pounds of  carbon dioxide.

Not everyone may be able to afford 
Bryan’s commitment to saving energy. Bry-
an and his wife have solar on their house 
and own two electric cars. Bryan says he 

saves about $3,000 after taxes per year.
Bryan told us, “Paying attention to 

behavior without installing anything new 
can save millions on the county level.” 

Set timers for changes in tempera-
ture and lighting based upon time of  day. 
Draw shades to limit sunlight during the 
heat of  the day. 

The Hispanic Outreach Center en-
joyed a savings of  $750 per year on their 
energy bill by installing LED lights. That 
can mean a lot to an entity with a small 
budget. Think about the changes that 
could be made at On Top of  the World. 

Did you know that almost any type 
of  light bulbs can be replaced with LED 
lights? Even the florescent light bulbs 
over your kitchen sink. Ask at your local 
hardware store.

Bryan’s final message is, “We have the 
opportunity to make a difference every 
day in fighting climate change. From in-
stalling LED lights in our home, to driving 
Electric or Hybrid vehicles. We can drive 
the change by our choices and behaviors.”

You can sign up to get the Suncoast 
Sierra newsletter at the website address 

below.  
An upcoming event in May is Artiv-

ism 4 Change. Benefits go towards future 
gallery shows featuring local artists and 
funding our local Democratic Party and 
campaigning.

This event will be a local online art 
auction scheduled for May 22. More in-
formation may be found on Facebook 
and Instagram @artivism4change or 
email: artivism4change@gmail.com.

Our next meeting is scheduled for 
May 13 at 12:30 p.m. in the OTOW Pavil-
ion. Our exciting speaker for this meeting 
will be Kimberly Walker.

Kim was our candidate for U.S. Con-
gress in 2020 and she will discuss her 
campaign experience. She will tell us what 
worked, what didn’t work, what help she 
got and what help she needed. She says 
she is going to run again. 

You may renew your $12 annual 
membership at our May 13 meeting. At-
tendance is limited to 25. Bring your voter 
registration card showing your party af-
filiation and your OTOW Activity Card. 
Wear a mask and social distance.

Obtain ‘Sierra Club Ready for 100’ Petitions: https://www.sierraclub.org/ready-for-100-toolkit

Sign Up For The Suncoast Sierra Newsletter: https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/suncoast/get-involved

Guest speaker talks about campaign to 
encourage county businesses to use clean energy
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By Cheryl Butcher
Are you a movie aficionado?
Are you obsessed with the internet 

and YouTube?
Then I have just the site for you.
Watch the Knitting Group’s instruc-

tional video on the OTOW Box Office 
(www.otowboxoffice.com).

And I hope that by now, after reading 
our April article, you have done just that.  

And good news, more videos are on 
the way.

The Knitters Group is in pre-pro-
duction for the next round of  videos with 
more instructions coming your way. We 
will be discussing whether to do more knit-
ting stitches or switch to beginning crochet.

Also, our next movie star will be 

chosen. If  anyone has ideas, please let us 
know.

The Knitting Group continues its 

work every week of  producing quality and 
beautiful lap robes and baby hats. But it 
is becoming more of  a problem because 
our yarn supply is dwindling and we don’t 
have a way of  making money to replace it.  

COVID-19 has stopped our annual 
OTOW sales, and the local flea markets and 
community sales are few and far between.

All of  this is by way of  saying that we 
would greatly appreciate any donations, 
yarn or money, that you would be com-
fortable giving.

If  you have some unused yarn laying 
around, we will gladly take it. We are very 
adept at working all kinds of  yarns and 
colors into our projects.

You can drop off  your donations 
during our meetings on Wednesday morn-

ings in the Crystal Beach Room, give your 
donation to any Knitting Group member 
you may know or you can drop off  your 
donation at the newspaper office during 
normal business hours. The editors don’t 
know how to knit, so I’m sure they will 
make sure your contribution reaches us.

Thank you.
If  you have an interest in knitting or 

crocheting, we would love to have you 
join us in the Crystal Beach Room on 
Wednesdays from 9-11 a.m.  We are oper-
ating within the guidelines set by On Top 
of  the World so a mask and social distanc-
ing are required.

The Good Neighbors Knitting Group 
operates under the auspices of  the Good 
Neighbors Association.

Despite our Snowbirds heading north, residents staying at 
On Top of the World all summer can still join Yoga with Marilyn 
in the East Activity Center. New students and all levels are wel-
come. Join in and keep your body, mind and spirit flexible and 
strong. Pictured above is a pre-pandemic class. Today, all safety 
precautions are taken, including wearing face masks.

Yoga continues all summer

More knitting movies coming to the Box Office
Please consider a donation for yarn supplies

By Hope Tera
I have always been the quintessential couch potato.
My idea of  a perfect day involved brunch in bed and binge watching Law & Order.
I would do everything in my power to avoid sweating.
Then, a few years ago, I stumbled upon cardio dance classes. I started out as a beginner 

student, but very quickly I discovered I was having so much fun that I forgot I was exercising.
The upbeat music, the simple dance moves, the fun energy in the class … I was hooked.
By the end of  each class, I knew I had just finished a great workout.
Thanks to the encouragement of  my friend, Tonya Wuthrich, I decided to switch from 

student to instructor. I started choosing music and memorizing routines.
I was 85 percent excited and 15 percent riddled with self-doubt.
Would people show up?
Could I memorize the routines?
Would people enjoy and want to return?
I am pleased to share with you that now I am 100 percent excited.
I’ve been running a new cardio dance class here at On Top of  the World since February 

and I am having the time of  my life.
I have more energy. I’m happier. The future looks so bright!
To me, it’s not about reaching a certain number on a scale. I want to age gracefully and be 

healthy so I can be actively engaged in life, I want to do what brings me joy.
High up on my list right now is dancing with old and new friends.
Warning: My class can be challenging, especially while wearing a mask.
But I use simple techniques to lower the intensity of  the program.
It’s important to listen to your body and only do what feels right for you. My No. 1 priority 

is to ensure all participants have a great time.
The mood is light and festive, and I feel a great flow of  energy.
One student told me my enthusiasm keeps the energy level up and the dances are easy to 

learn.
If  you are looking to get more active and engage with a great group of  folks, I hope you 

will consider trying out my cardio dance class. Classes are 10 a.m., Wednesdays, 11 a.m., Sat-
urdays and 12:30 p.m., Saturdays. And for those of  you who are not free during the day, I just 
started a new 6:30 p.m. class on Thursdays - all in the East Activity Center auditorium.

Registration is required before taking a class. To register or get more information, you can 
email me at movingandgroovingotow@gmail.com or give me a call at 914-217-9206. You can 
also check out our Moving and Grooving webpage on the Box Office (otowboxoffice.com).

Meanwhile, I wish you great health and contentment.

So much fun, you don’t even 
know you are exercising

Moving & Grooving
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By Leila Walker 
The On Top of  the World Line Dance Club would 

like to thank Dolly Foland for being a guest instructor 
during March and April.

Club members enjoyed having her teach dances and 
socialize. Thank you Dolly!

We will miss you over the summer.
Dolly is the co-president of  the Snowbirds Line 

Dance Club, along with her husband, Ed.
The Snowbirds Club did not have face-to-face danc-

ing this year, but they did offer line dancing via Zoom. 
Dolly and Ed are looking forward to resuming the 

Snowbirds Club line dance program this fall.
In addition to teaching line dancing in person and 

on-line, Dolly has also made and contributed masks dur-
ing the pandemic. In fact, Ed has been wondering why 
his ties keep disappearing. It’s a secret Dolly will not tell.

Dolly has given masks to organizations that needed 
them. She has also made masks for friends and all helpers 
with the Snowbirds Line Dance Club!

Dolly is truly an amazing woman!  She is always smil-
ing and is always pleasant and cheerful.

The OTOW Line Dance Club offers classes on Tues-
days from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the East Activity Center 
auditorium. Because we can only have 25 line dancers in 
the auditorium at one time, you must be registered for the 
session you want to attend.

An Advanced Beginner session is being offered from 

11 a.m. to noon.  An Improver Session for more experi-
enced  line dancers is offered from noon to 1 p.m. If  you 
are an early riser, a practice session is held from 7-8 a.m. 
in the auditorium on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays.

If  you are interested in one of  these sessions, you can 
register by contacting the Club President Leila Walker at 
Leila.g.walker1@gmail.com or text/call 443-845-7842.

With the Snowbirds Line Dance Club taking time off, 
Dolly and Ed Foland have been doing odd jobs

Dolly Foland teaches a dance routine during a Line Dance Club session on a Tuesday.
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By David Beaven
Let’s take a look at two familiar 

fine-feathered friends - the ostrich and the 
owl.

The ostrich prefers to stick its head 
in the sand. It doesn’t want to be involved 
with anything negative or troubling. 

The owl is a watcher. Its eyes are wide 
open and looking around. The owl has a 
reputation for wisdom. It wants to be in 
the know.

Which one are you?
Which one is your neighbor?
It’s easy to do the ostrich thing and 

think that everything will just go away if  
we ignore it. Except things do happen. 
We do have bad folks come through here 
sometimes. We also have neighbors that 
can use our help now and again. 

Those taking the owl route care about 
their neighbors and about what happens 
in their building. They choose to be in-
volved and their actions can make a big 
difference in everyone’s quality of  life. 

Their example also influences their 

neighbors’ behavior. By watching out for 
each other, we make a great community, 
like On Top of  the World, even better.

Neighborhood Watch was started 
by a group of  residents here who want 
to live in a peaceful and secure environ-
ment based on mutual consideration and 
respect.

For more information about our 
group, please visit our official webpage at: 
areawatch2020.blogspot.com.

We are also on the Box Office at 
otowboxoffice.com

Which bird are you? Owl or ostrich?

Owls are known for always watching, being observant, never looking away 
and always searching for wisdom. Are you an owl?

Club and Group news: otowboxoffice.com

East and West Activity Centers 
Monday – Saturday:        7 am – 10 pm
Sundays and Holidays:    9 am – 9 pm

Swimming Pools
Monday – Saturday:           8 am – 6:30 pm (October – April)
Monday – Saturday:         8 am – 8 pm (May – September)
Sunday and Holidays:      9 am – 8 pm (May – September)

Spa
Tuesday - Sunday and Holidays:        9 am – 8 pm
Mondays:                                           Closed for cleaning

Fitness Center
Monday – Saturday:         7 am – 9 pm
Sunday and Holidays:      9 am – 8 pm
Monday & Thursday       12:30 pm – 2:30 pm (Closed for cleaning) 

Amenity Hours In May
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By Bruce Lovett
Whether you are ready or not, it’s time 

for the annual Lambda club updates.
May, the month that normally follows 

Easter and 30 days of  showers, is filled 
with the return of  buds on the trees, pollen 
in the air and flowers - birth and rebirth.

I had hoped to feature a picture of  
little canary chicks hatching from their 
shells. Howard Harville, and his sexually 
confused birds, had finally gotten their act 
together. He and a another Lambda mem-
ber have been trading birds back and forth 
and adding new ones to their menagerie 
in an effort to start families. In April they 
both had cages filled with eggs and after 
the 14-18 day gestation period, they were 
forced to admit defeat.

None of  the eggs were fertile.
Thankfully, Bruno Nardizzi, Lamb-

da’s superstar trophy model, was available 
for yet again another photo op - this time 
with his spouse James Farmer.

Faithful readers of  this publication 
may remember Bruno from his days pos-
ing with both the Stanley Cup and the 
Vince Lombardi Super Bowl Trophy after 
Tampa’s successful sporting coup in foot-
ball and hockey this year. Well that expo-
sure led to numerous other modeling gigs, 
including one very lucrative job posing for 
an unnamed publication.

Doug Kates, our intrepid newspaper 
editor, didn’t feel a picture from the above 
mentioned spread was appropriate for a 
family newspaper. But fortunately, the ex-
tra cash Bruno earned from his new side 
occupation made it possible for him to 
purchase a new Yamaha 19.5 foot SX jet 
boat.

So here is a picture of  him and his 
spouse getting ready to head out onto the 
high seas.

And what about our other local ce-
lebrity, the bow tie wearing, piano playing  

Bob Groves?
Bob is famous both for his musicality 

throughout OTOW (Jesters and Theater 
Workshop) and the Tampa Bay area, as 
well as his being a droll pandemic com-
mentator for this column.

 His reflections on New Year’s Eve, 
Valentine’s Day and his love affair with 
Publix have kept a smile on reader’s faces 
for months.

Since receiving both his COVID-19 
vaccines, he and three other vaccinated 
gentlemen (two being Lambda members) 
have resumed their Monday dinner and 
Netflix movie night ritual.

Bob has also been spotted at a Lamb-
da luncheon and was once even seen 
sneaking into a Winn Dixie.

Don’t tell the cashiers at the Belcher’s 
Publix!

A Bob Groves sighting is always a 
sign that the world is slowly returning to 
some form of  normalcy.

Last month I discussed how walking 
and food have remained Lambda’s two 
constants through-out this unusual time. 
Since then, Dave Beaven, our tireless lead-
er, has organized walking tours of  Phillipe 
Park, Clearwater Beach and Safety Har-
bor. Each walk is followed by luncheons 

of  one type or another.
To keep abreast of  any future walks, 

lunches or any other possible activities, 
just check the Lambda weekly blog. 

Lambda is a club that serves the 
LGBT population at OTOW as well as 
their neighbors and friends.

Should you wish further informa-
tion about the club go to our official Web 
page at HTTP://www.lambdaclearwater.
blogspot.com.

You can also check us out on the Box 
Office (otowboxoffice.com)  or call Dave 
at (727) 410-7566.

Bruno Nardizzi and James Farmer head out to sea on a new jet boat.

First a pandemic, then failure to hatch eggs,
but at least there are boats and shopping carts

For current COVID-19 restrictions inside the community, 
please visit our official website: otowclearwaterinfo.com
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By Vicky Portsmouth
Happy spring from Theater Work-

shop!
We have entered our second spring of  

the pandemic across the globe, however, 
it hasn’t stopped Theater Workshop from 
continuing its mission at On Top of  the 
World. We’re looking forward to March 
2022 and beginning our search for a direc-
tor and show theme.

Our annual General Meeting was held 
in March and with that meeting came elec-
tions for a new Board of  Directors.  

President Laurie Fischer handed the 
gavel over to new president, Vicky Ports-
mouth, and introduced Vice President 
Tom Portsmouth, Secretary Lori Ger-
stein, Assistant Secretary Jackie Dunn, 
Treasurer Jim Bjorgo and Assistant Trea-
surer Maureen Bjorgo to the membership 
as the new board.

We will begin our duties on May 1.  
We thank Laurie for his hard work 

these last two years as president and many 
thanks to our outgoing board members, 

Amy Green and Robyn Kumar for their 
contributions.

As the new board settles into its role 
following a year of  quiet and uncertainty, 
we feel like the buds of  a flower blooming 
in spring. Life is starting to open slowly 
here at OTOW, around the state, and 
around the world – probably not like we 
knew it before the pandemic, but in a new 

style that will set its own normal. We’ll be 
cautious as we explore the “new world” 
and familiarize ourselves with the “new-
ness” of  the old.

Theater Workshop is moving ahead 
with plans for a stage production in 2022.  
We know things may likely be different at 
the East Activity Center, but we will do 
our best to work within the boundaries.  
We have our second wind and a new burst 
of  energy and it’s time for some com-
edy, dance and song to raise the roof  at 
OTOW!  

Membership is always open and we’ll 
start working towards our goal in Octo-
ber.

Check out Theater Workshop’s Box 
Office site at otowboxoffice.com for up-
dates over the next few months or contact 
Vicky Portsmouth at vickyportsmouth@
hotmail.com.

And, from OTOW’s more than 50 
year old theater club, we wish you good 
health and happiness..

New board is planning a 
stage show for March 2022When renewing your 

activity card, or getting 
a brand new one issued, 
please remember to 
bring with you a govern-
ment-issued photo ID, 
such as a driver’s license 
or passport, and a cur-
rent piece of  mail indi-
cating your name and 
On Top of  the World 
property address. 

Also, for renewal, 
you will need $3 and 
your expiring/expired 
card. If  you do not have 
your card, you will need 
to bring $25 for purchas-
ing and processing of  a 
new card. 

Renew your 
Activity Card
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By Mike Wood
The following is a quote from The 

Dictionary of  Clichés by James Rogers 
(Ballantine Books, New York, 1985).

“Don’t let calamity interrupt the pro-
ceedings; we mustn’t stop what we are 
doing, even if  something unfortunate has 
happened; it would make us look bad or 
worry the spectators.

“The saying and principle are tradi-
tional in the theater, but apparently they 
both originated in the 19th century with 
circuses.

“If  an animal got loose or a perform-
er was injured, the ringmaster and the 
band tried to keep things going so that the 
crowd would not panic.”

Some of  you may be asking why I 
started this article with this quote.

Well, the answer is simple.
Forty-year Jesters member, 2021 

President of  the Jesters Club and the 
“BAM! - Tribute to Boomer Age Music” 
show Producer Marvin Flam moved on to 
that great theater in the sky last month.  

Marvin has been an integral member 
of  the Jesters and Entertainment Com-
mittee since the 1980s and will surely be 
missed.

Although, as the cliché plainly states, 
the show must go on… and it will, as 
Marvin would have wanted, or demanded, 
for those of  you who have worked with 
him well know…

The “BAM! - A Tribute to Boomer 
Age Music” virtual show will resume film-
ing soon. Co-directors Pat Sprouse and Ev-
elyn Flam are diligently working on putting 
together their new  schedule with plans to 
wrap up filming by the end of  May.

We are always happy to answer your 
questions about how you can get involved, 
how you can be a part of  this coming 
year’s show, and, of  course, how you can 
order your copy of  “BAM! - A Tribute to 
Boomer Age Music.”

You can become a member of  the 
Jesters by contacting our Membership 
Chairperson Lillian Foy at (609) 489-1400.

We look forward to hearing from you 
and getting together “Jest For Fun!”

Even though the cast has changed, the show must go on

By Mary Ann O’Neil
The Entertainment Committee hasn’t 

given up on 2021 and when, and if, we get 
the OK to reopen, we will have entertain-
ment lined up for the rest of  the year. 

There is a light at the end of  the tun-
nel and we are getting closer to the light.

We just need to hang on a little bit 
longer.

Entertainment for 2022 is in the pro-
cess of  being booked now and we are 
looking forward to bringing back some 
great shows from past years as well as new 
ones.

The Entertainment Committee books 

shows, concerts and other events a year 
ahead of  time so we are sure to lock in 
great performances for our residents.  

Again, shows will be held on Thurs-
days, dances on Saturdays and Meet & 
Greets on Sundays.

The Entertainment Committee, On 
Top of  the World’s premier club for resident 
fun, does not charge dues and everyone with 
a current activity card is a member.

We provide members with year-round 
entertainment featuring shows, dances 
and free Meet and Greets, which are pre-
sented in the East Activity Center.

The entertainment is provided by 

professional performers, who appear on 
stage in the Tampa Bay area, on cruise 
ships, Las Vegas, and other venues across 
America! 

Again, once we are back to sell-
ing tickets for the shows and dances, we 
will be back in the EAC on Monday and 
Thursday mornings, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

If  you purchased tickets for any 
2020 cancelled show or dance, contact 
Mary Ann O’Neil at (727) 449-9243 or 
email: entcom2014@gmail.com regard-
ing a credit for tickets to future shows and 
dances or to request and receive a refund.  

You must provide the previous tickets 

that you purchased.
You can view future scheduling infor-

mation on OTOW-TV channel 732 when 
it becomes available. Everyone on Spec-
trum gets OTOW-TV.

You can also check your building bul-
letin board, and the EAC and West Activ-
ity Center bulletin boards for more infor-
mation.

Just because you haven’t heard from 
us lately doesn’t mean you haven’t been in 
our thoughts. We miss you!

- The fun will continue ... join us and be a 
part of  it.

Entertainment in 2021 is still possible

Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday at about 8 p.m. watch 
“Shows from our Past” on OTOW-TV Channel 732.

Shows feature 40 years of Jesters and Theater Workshop productions.
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SoftballBy Bob Rittner
Baseball is paradoxically a stat-based 

game - every play can be described with 
numbers - and yet is prone to mythical, 
fantastical stories. 

For example, Cool Papa Bell was one 
of  the fastest runners in baseball history. 
After exhaustive research, we can be rea-
sonably sure that he stole 52 bases in just 
109 games in 1929, telling us something 
about his skills on the base paths. 

But there is a famous story that he 
was so fast that he hit a line drive and was 
hit by the batted ball as he slid into second 
- a much more colorful depiction of  his 
speed. Perhaps not factually accurate, but 
in a way, a truer appreciation of  his base 
running.

The On Top of  the World Softball 
League keeps statistics on our games, too, 
but the real fun is in the memories we 
have of  the amazing feats we perform.

2nd Time Sports 8
West Siders 8

Essaying second base for the first 
time, Roger Hebeler starred, catching a 
hard liner and assisting on six outs. 

Also of  note are plays that do not 
show up in the box score but crucially 
affect games. On four grounders to the 
outfield, Jim Tiano hustled to field them 

cleanly, making strong, accurate throws to 
the infield to keep runners from advanc-
ing.

Such plays save runs, but often pass 
unnoticed.

Hitting stars for 2nd Time Sports in-
cluded Joe DeChiaro with a homer and 
two triples, and Alex Scaranda with two 
triples and a single. 

For the West Siders, Lenny Segall dou-
bled among his three hits and was robbed 
of  extra bases by Henry Buyny’s brilliant 
catch of  a vicious liner to the fence.

Joe Brandao was a homer short of  a 
cycle and drove in three runs, while Bob 
Fields also had three hits.

2nd Time Sports 9
West Siders 7

The play of  the year! With runners on 
second and third base, there was a long 
fly ball to right field. Out of  nowhere, Bill 
Holland raced to the foul line catching 
the ball at his knees just fair. Both run-
ners tagged up as Bill hit cutoff  man Joe 
DeChiaro perfectly. Joe wheeled and un-
leashed a missile to catcher Bob Rittner 
whose stretch nipped the second runner 
by a hair. 

There was a spontaneous applause by 
the onlookers who just witnessed a major 
league play.

In a back and forth game, the hitting 
star was Lenny Segall. He had a no-doubt-
er, over-the-fence homer and ninth inning 
two-run triple. Those hits brought home 
four runs for the victors.

2nd Time Sports 10
West Siders 9

With the score tied in the bottom of  
the ninth inning, Tara Gunning led off  
with a sharp single, Bill Holland doubled 
(narrowly missing an over-the-fence hom-
er) and Roger Hebeler had a clutch single 
to bring home the winning run.

The game had been a battle between 
third basemen Ron Nobile and Eddie 
Ramirez, each of  whom made a series of  
spectacular plays on hard liners and siz-
zling grounders.

Karen French also contributed spar-
kling defense, first at second base and then 
at middle infield, and in her first game in 
over a month, she had three solid hits.

West Siders 7
2nd Time Sports 4

Through five innings, 2nd Time 
Sports held a 1-0 lead, but in the top of  
the sixth inning, West Siders scored two 

runs.
From that point, the game seesawed 

until West Siders broke out with a three-
run inning built on singles by Reggie Phel-
an, Roger Martel and Bob Dembinski, and 
a triple by Joe DeChiaro.

Rick Champ caught two sky-high flies 
near the outfield fence and Lenny Segall 
stroked two doubles for 2nd Time Sports 
while Guy Bertuzzi was 3-for-3 with a 
double and Terry Murphy singled to set 
up the last run for West Siders. 

West Siders 1
East Siders 3

2nd Time Sports 4
Each team had a player with three 

hits, Henry Buyny, Henry Zussman and 
Dennis Kuvalanka, but Dennis’ double 
drove in Bob Dembinski who had also 
doubled to clinch the victory.

Earlier, Dennis had a leadoff  double 
and scored on singles by Joe Brandao and 
Jim Costello.  

For more information about our 
softball/stickball league, call Lenny Se-
gall (560-2620) or Bob Rittner (729-
7970) or visit us on the Box Office at 
otowboxoffice.com

Our defensive plays don’t make the 
nightly news but they are still spectacular

By Nancy Schifferle
With the Nine-Hole Ladies Golf  

League still on hold due to COVID-19 
restrictions, several ladies from our group 
have been gathering for open play once or 
twice a week.

We seem to need both exercise and 
the social benefits of  being together.

We all anxiously look forward to fall 
when league golf  and all On Top of  the 
World activities should be back without  
restrictions - we hope.

In the meantime, recently I came 
across a golf  poem. OTOW News does 
not publish poetry, but let me put this 
poem into my own words.

The poem says golf  is based on a 
little ball. This ball is usually bland white 
in color and has nothing but dimples, yet 
it has “awesome strength” and “rules our 
minds.”

This tiny little ball does as it chooses 
from hooking, to slicing, to dribbling or 
disappearing.

Golf  balls hike in woods and swim in 
ponds.

But despite yards of  grass between a 
tee and a pole, golf  balls always manage to 
find trees in between.

There are times when this simple little 
sphere makes us cry or drains our strength 
and convinces us to never play this game 
again ...

“but somehow the ball knows, I’ll be 
back again tomorrow.”

You can read the actual poem at 
https://golfstr.com/ode-to-golf/

Nine-Hole
Ladies Golf

Ladies golfing for fun 
until league restartsCongratulations go out to Don Dorris, who recorded a hole-in-one on March 22.

Don aced the 170 yard, par 3, No. 5 hole.
This fantastic shot was witnessed by Mike Critendon, his playing partner for the 

round.
Great job Don!

Don Dorris scores an ace
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When is the last time your club updated its Box Office web page?
The Box Office is like a shopping center full of information about clubs and groups at On 
Top of the World. If you are not updating your web page, it’s like closing your business.

To visit the Box Office (shopping center) visit otowboxoffice.com

By Joe DeChiaro
The On Top of  the World Tennis 

Club held a business meeting on Satur-
day, April 3. We provided music from Bill 
Clark for the first hour of  the meeting. 

The meeting started  with President 
Joe DeChiaro welcoming all members and 
talking about the club’s accomplishments 
the past year.

Vice President Bruce McMasters gave 
the invocation. Treasurer Bill Carey up-

dated the club’s financial report. Tourna-
ment Director Sammy Fahmy presented 
trophies to winners of  our recent Round 
Robin event in February. Winners were 
Marek Czarnecki and Janice Hayton.

The round-robin event was not a 
tournament. A bunch of  players came out 
and participated in several games with var-
ious partners. The title holders were the 
players with the most wins.

The meeting continued as many tennis 

topics were discussed, as well as new ideas 
to be implemented for the rest of  the year.

Bill presented a revision of  the club’s 
bylaws which were discussed and voted 
on. Finally, Joe gave his closing remarks 
and thanked everyone for attending.

The tennis club hours of  play are 
Monday through Saturday from 7:30-11 
a.m. Any resident with an updated activity 
card is welcome to join us.

There are minimal dues which help in 

the purchase of  tennis balls and food for 
our meetings.

We also have tennis socials which in-
clude a monthly luncheon and a monthly 
golf  outing with an early dinner for all our 
members.

If  interested just show up at the 
courts any morning.

Information about out club is also 
posted on the Box Office website for 
clubs and groups: otowboxoffice.com

Sammy Fahmy, left,  presents Marek Czarnecki with the 
first place men’s trophy for a recent round-robin event.

Sammy Fahmy presents Janice Hayton with the first place 
women’s trophy from the round-robin event.

Tennis club holds meeting, considers new ideas 

By Gloria Sayer
Playing golf  at On Top of  the World 

in March was quite a spectacular month 
for three members who belong to the La-
dies 18-Hole Golf  League.

Cindy Schell scored a hole-in-one on 
March 9 on No. 13 using a driver.

Becky West scored a hole-in-one on 
March 19 on No. 16 using a 2-iron rescue.

And Rose Mulhall scored a hole-in-
one on March 30 on No. 16 using a driver.

We are so excited for you ladies. Con-
gratulations on your accomplishment. 

As we are all aware, leagues are not yet 
happening, but we continue to meet at the 
golf  course on Tuesday mornings at 7:45 
and enjoy golf  at OTOW.

We invite all you ladies at OTOW to 
stop over, introduce yourself  and join in 
the fun.

The executive board is working hard 
to prepare for a return to league play in 
October, simplifying the structure and 
making some cost effective decisions. We 
are basically streamlining the functional-

ity. Our executive board is top notch and 
we have many volunteers who take on our 
annual Christmas Luncheon, Jack and Jill 
Tournament, Champion and Handicap 
Tournaments, spring luncheon and game 
days. When we get started again, it will be 
a great time for all.

As the saying goes, “It takes a village.”
Once again, Sherry Ivey will be chair-

person for the Ladies 18-Hole Summer 
Golf  starting Tuesday, June 1. If  you are 
interested please give Sherry a call at 727-
797-8354 to get on the roster and start a 
fun summer of  golf. Sherry will answer all 
your questions regarding tee times, dues 
and what format to expect. Come join in! 

For all our permanent residents and 
our Snowbirds, you are wished a healthy, 
happy and safe spring, summer and fall. 
Take care everyone.

From left to right are recent hole-in-one shooters Cindy Schell, Becky West 
and Rose Mulhall.

Recent history shows aces are out there even without league play
18-Hole

Ladies Golf
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Florida ranks in the top-12 among 
U.S. states for fresh seafood and fish.  

Florida fishermen catch more than 85 
percent of  the nation’s supply of  grouper, 
pompano, mullet, stone crab, pink shrimp, 
spiny lobsters, mackerel, grunts and clams.

So, if  we are going to live in one of  
the top fish-producing states in the coun-
try, we may as well learn how to cook sea-
food and fish properly.

The two most common major mis-
takes people make in preparing seafood 
or fish are (1) they over-season it, and (2) 
they overcook it.

Seafood and fish are very delicate.  
With over-seasoning, you lose the natural, 
wonderful flavor of  the seafood or fish.  

Over-cooking your seafood or fish 
will turn out rubbery and dry. 

When frying or sautéing seafood or 
fish ALWAYS use fresh oil. When broil-
ing, make sure you have the rack in the 
middle of  the oven and on low heat. Also 
when you’re boiling seafood like shrimp, 
boil no more than 8 to 10 minutes. Any-
thing longer will make them rubbery. 

Here is an outstanding way to prepare 
your seafood or fish. When grilling, turn 
your grill on high. After you get it very 
hot, turn it down to low and oil the grates 
before you put the seafood or fish on.

Remember, grilling seafood or fish is 
a very quick preparation. It only takes 5 to 
8 minutes to grill. Don’t leave your grill.

GROUPER
One of  Florida’s most iconic fish 

species is the grouper. From monster 
Goliaths to delicious Scamps, these big 
bottom-dwellers are a favorite on most 
Floridian fishing trips.

Black grouper live around rocky bot-
toms.

Grouper has a very mild flavor (some-
where between sea bass and halibut) with a 
light, sweet taste and large, chunky flakes, 
almost like lobster or crab. 

FLORIDA SHRIMP
Florida harvests four species of  

shrimp - pink, brown, white and royal 
shrimp. Most common are the pink, which 
are known for their sweet, tender meat.

FLORIDA POMPANO
The Florida pompano is a popular 

choice for aquaculture because it is such 
a popular food and sport fish, and it is in 
high demand. At the same time, it has a 
fast growth rate. Pompano is the world’s 

most edible fish. The flat-bodied, pan-
sized pompano is easy to eat whole.

MULLET
Also known as striped mullet, it is 

found throughout the state of  Florida in 
coastal rivers, tidal creeks, bays, estuaries 
and along sandy beaches.

Because they feed primarily on algae, 
detritus and other tiny marine inverte-
brates, catching mullet is typically done 
with a cast net.

To cook mullet, season the fillets with 
a bit of  salt and pepper, and lemon juice.  
Lightly dredge each fillet in flour and place 
in a heated sauce pan with hot oil. Cook 
each side about three to four minutes until 
flaky. Serve with lemon wedges.

FLORIDA GRUNTS
White grunt is considered good qual-

ity to eat and is typically marketed fresh.  
Although usually served as a pan fish, 

some are large enough to provide small 
fillet. 

Here’s a recipe that pays homage to 
this fish’s unique flavor.

• Heat some oil in a frying pan and 
place the fish in it.

• Season the fish with paprika or pars-
ley.

• Sprinkle some crumbled saltine 
crackers on the fish.

• Cook for 10 to 12 minutes and turn 
off  the heat when the meat starts to flake 
off.

FLORIDA SPINY LOBSTER
The Florida Spiny Lobster inhab-

its tropical and subtropical waters in the 
Florida Keys, the Caribbean and the Gulf  
of  Mexico. 

Spiny lobsters get their name from 
the forward-pointing spines that cover 
their bodies to help protect them from 
predators.  They vary in color from almost 
white to dark, reddish-orange.

Adult spiny lobsters  make their home 
in the protected crevices and caverns of  
coral reefs, sponge flats, and other hard-
bottomed areas. Lobsters stay in their dens 
during daylight hours to avoid predators, 
emerging a couple of  hours after dark to 
forage for food. While they will eat almost 
anything, their favorite diet consists most-
ly of  snails, clams, crabs and urchins.

Spiny lobster can be included in just 
about any food - mac and cheese, omelets, 

gumbo -  and it will taste delicious.  It’s not 
far off  from the taste of  crawfish.

FLORIDA CLAMS
There are two commercial species of  

clams harvested in Florida - the north-
ern quahog (Mercenaria mercenaria) 
and the southern quahog (Mercenaria 
campechiensis).

Hard clams are harvested year round.  
I like to steam them in some dry white 
wine with shallots, butter and garlic. It 
goes great with a glass of  Sauvignon 
Blanc.

FLORIDA STONE CRAB
There’s nothing quite as decadent as 

eating a delicious Florida stone crab.  
Florida stone crabs prefer to feed 

on oysters and other small mollusks, 
poychaete worms, and other crustaceans.  
They will also occasionally eat seagrass 
and carrion.

Predators that feed on stone crabs in-
clude horse conch, sea turtles, cobia and 
octopus.

Delightfully salty with a slight hint 
of  mineral sweetness, crab delivers all the 
appeal of  seafood without the fishy af-
tertaste. People eat the stone crabs claws 
with drawn butter.

Here’s a recipe: Pan-seared grouper 
with capers and garlic butter.  

Ingredients
Two 7-ounce grouper fillets  
1 garlic clove crushed
1 sprig of  fresh thyme
1 lemon squeezed   
1/2 cup white wine
1 shallot chopped
4 tablespoon of  capers

Directions
Heat 2 tablespoons of  butter in a 

sauce pan along with the garlic and shallot 
for 3 minutes. Salt and pepper the grouper 
on both sides then sear on each side for 4 
minutes.

Remove the grouper from the pan 
and keep warm. Add the rest of  the but-
ter, capers, white wine and thyme.  Reduce 
the sauce to half.

Return the grouper to the pan and 
squeeze the lemon juice over the fish. 
Baste the fish with the sauce and serve 
with a nice bottle of  Sauvignon Blanc.

If you are going to live in Florida, 
you must learn how to cook seafood/fish

Shrimp
Scampi
is a must
learn-how-
to-make-dish 
if you live
in Florida.

Seared
Grouper
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Shrubs Have A History

Disclaimer / Links

Shrubs

The Science

(i) ibisworld.com/us/bed/per-capita-soft-drink-consumption/1786/
(ii) ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4498394/   

(iii) www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/323376#benefits
(iv) pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31479109/

Email questions, suggestions and comments to

Marie
marieshealthyfood@gmail.com

Also, visit the Box Office

for past recipes in this newspaper.

otowboxoffice.com

Strawberry Shrub

What’s the secret to
losing weight, staying hydrated, 

and boosting your energy?

Water, water and more water!

But drinking enough water is 
sometimes easier said than done 
— especially when sugary drinks 

like soda are a habit. 

Try drinking shrubs as an interim 
step towards drinking pure water. 
You will be more likely to succeed 

in breaking the soda habit
with this fruit-infused, 

hand-crafted shrub.  

Drink A Shrub

Strawberry
Balsamic Vinegar Shrub

(using a cold process method)

Ingredients
1½ cup strawberries, washed      
 and thinly sliced 
½ cup Stevia in the Raw® 
½ cup Balsamic Vinegar of  
 Modena

Combine strawberries and Stevia in 
the Raw. Stir to coat berries. Cover and 
cool for three days in fridge, stirring fre-
quently.

Strain using a nut milk bag or fine-
mesh strainer, saving liquid. Press berries 
to extract more juice.  

Whisk vinegar into juice. Pour into 
a sterilized jar and cap. Refrigerate for a 
week so flavors harmonize and mellow. 
Shake daily.

Yield: 1 cup. The shrub will keep for 
several weeks in the refrigerator.  

This recipe features a special vinegar.  
This is made from grapes aged 10 years.  
It has a complex sweet/sour and fruity 
flavor bouquet. It makes a robust shrub.

Drink Instructions
Stir 1½ tablespoon shrub (1 oz.) into 

½ cup water (or carbonated water).
Yield: 6-8 drinks.

ANOTHER FLAVOR

Peach Shrub
2 cups chopped peaches
1/3 cup Stevia
1/2 cup apple cider vinegar

Normal method, but chill peaches 
for 3 days before cutting into cubes, then 
“fermented” with vinegar for seven days.

This flavor is very good.

Have you ever heard of  a shrub you drink?
It’s a tart fruit drink. Early versions originated in ancient 

Turkey. The term “shrub” is derived from the Arabic word, 
sharāb, meaning “to drink.”

Fruit shrubs were common in Colonial America. Shrubs 
are re-emerging today, including sophisticated bars offering 
hand-crafted shrub cocktails.

Any fully ripe, fresh fruit works well for a shrub. Mangos, 

peaches, strawberries or raspberries are excellent choices.
And, it’s fun to experiment with various vinegars. Red 

wine vinegar, champagne vinegar, or apple cider vinegar are 
great options. White wine vinegar works well, but do not use 
distilled vinegar which is too acidic. 

For further reading, an excellent book is “Shrubs:  An 
Old-fashioned drink for Modern Times” by Michael Dietsch. 

Turned off  by the thought of  drink-
ing vinegar? Don’t be. 

Vinegar provides a tang, softened 
beautifully by the naturally sweet fresh 
fruit. Vinegar is incredibly good at 
quenching thirst.

Research shows it stimulates saliva 
better than any other drink. A wet mouth 
makes you feel hydrated and signals to 
your stomach that food is coming and 
primes your digestive juices.   

Soda, however, is a dehydrating di-
uretic due to its caffeine and sugar. It ac-
tually makes you thirstier. Soda is the most 
acidic drink around.

In the United States, per capita soft drink consumption 
has fallen yearly since peaking in the late 1990s. (i) Soda is 
essentially liquid candy. Studies indicate that they can lead to:

1. Obesity: (ii) A daily soda results in weight gain. Diet 
soda doesn’t help. A striking relationship exists between in-
creased diet soda intake and abdominal obesity.  

2. Diabetes: A daily soda increases a woman’s risk of  
developing diabetes by 83 percent versus those drinking less 
than one per month. 

Diet sodas alter bacteria in the digestive tract which 
cause blood glucose levels to rise higher and fall slowly. This 
may contribute to type 2 diabetes.

On the other hand, Stevia is a plant-based, natural sweet-
ener. Research suggests it may assist in reducing blood glu-

cose and improve insulin response. Stevia is safe for diabet-
ics. (iii)

3. Heart disease: One study found a 43 percent increase 
in the risk of  heart attack and stroke among individuals who 
habitually drank a daily diet soda versus those who do not. 
(iv)

4. Kidney issues: Two or more diet sodas daily is associ-
ated with a decline in kidney function in women.

Consumers are trending toward canned fruit-infused 
carbonated water (such as La Croix and Bubly). Their popu-
larity stems from buyers’ desire for a low-calorie, low-sugar 
beverage. But, my dear chefs, you can be creative with home-
made shrubs at a much lower cost.

Health Value



Page 32/May 2021 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS May 2021 / Page 33

We bid adieu to a couple of wonderful neighbors
Our ever-changing cast has again 

changed a bit. 
We bid adieu to Rick and Tikoa Poulin, 

who have left the Villa for Louisville, Ky. 
We shall miss seeing Rick taking Izzie for 
her strolls around the Villa. They were nice 
neighbors.

Mario and Lorreta DeJohn have 
called the Villa home for some 27 years. 
Mario mentioned a bit of  On Top of  
the World history at our recent building 
meeting. Seems the green corner building 
after entering the Sunset Point Road gate 
originally was a motel for owners awaiting 
completion of  their condos. I hope to 
corner Mario for other interesting tidbits 
about our corner of  Paradise. 

The Press Association appreciation 
luncheon hosted by OTOW was held 
at Phillippe Park. Was a splendid day 
and well-attended. Phillippe is such a 
beautiful place with great facilities for large 
groups. Everyone was spaced and masks 
were the dress of  the day. No one went  
home hungry. 

Wi th  so  many  g e t t ing  the i r 
vaccinations, in large thanks to OTOW, 
things are getting back to some sort of  
normal. Ken Colen and our go-to gal, 
Nancy Rogers and staff, are due accolades 
for their efforts in getting the vaccine 
site here on campus. The program was 
extremely well-run.

Extended pool, gym, showers and dog 
park hours are most welcomed by everyone 
including the four-footed members of  the 

family. Been a long haul for sure. 
The OTOW crew certainly do a 

stellar job on the Villa. Have you noticed 
the sidewalks? All freshly power-washed, 
and the elevator is once again running 
smoothly minus moans and groans. 

My son Mike got his COVID shot 
in Tampa just before heading north for 
the summer. Big relief  to his mom for 
sure. Mike certainly enjoys it here. Being 
a photographer, Mike captures many 
sunsets and sunrises and much wildlife in  
the area parks.

Speaking of  family my cousin and her 
hubby love OTOW and their new condo 
lifestyle. They recently celebrated their 
anniversary under swaying palms and are 
looking forward to many more here. 

Until next we meet, lights off  in the 
laundry and trash rooms and do close  

that trash room door. 
Also please, even if  you have been 

vaccinated, wear a mask and use our 
latest go to fragrance, “Purell No. 5.”  

Former building captain Jim Shepard, at right, and Mario DeJohn, source of  info on the old 
OTOW motel noted in story.          (Photo by Fran Fairfield) 

Stay safe. Best regards to anyone celebrating 
birthdays or anniversaries. 

Any news fit to print, just send along 
to fresca@maine.rr.com 

Viennese Villa reporter celebrates a ‘flaming’ 80th birthday
By Michael Leonard

It’s not usual for one of  our 
building reporters to make the news, 
but I submit this particular reporter 
was years in the making — 80 to be 
exact. In March, my mom, Viennese 
Villa reporter Fran Fairfield, celebrated 
her 80th birthday with friends and her 
son, Mike Leonard (me), who made the 
driving trek from Maine.

Fran’s day included a two-hour 
Zoom call with more than 25 friends 
and family all getting aboard to chat 
and send greetings. The meeting was 
recorded so that she can watch it again 
anytime. Then a fine meal at Backwaters 

Grille on Sand Key for her birthday 
dinner came next. The day concluded 
with a get-together of  friends and 
family at a neighbor’s condo. 

A highlight of  the event was a 
homemade cake with 80 candles!

I thought, “When else would I 
have the opportunity to put 80 candles 
on a cake?” 

P r e -p l ann ing  fo r  how  to 
successfully light all of  the candles was 
discussed in detail and the consensus 
was to light the inner candles first and 
work your way out. Having bigger 
candles might be a need if  this it to be 
repeated in future years, as the inner 

(At right)Viennese Villa reporter Fran 
Fairfield is lit up by 80 candlepower as she 
admires the special homemade birthday 
cake featuring a multitude of  candles. 
            (Photo by Michael Leonard)

candles did succumb to melting.
Thankfully, no smoke detectors 

were set off  and there was no need for 
a fire extinguisher as some people had 
thought could be needed!

Fran is always wishing everyone a 
Happy Birthday monthly in her column 
and I am just happy to see this be turned 
around for once — and for what was 
a very special occasion. Happy 80th, 
Fran! With love from all — Mike 
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A look back at the OTOW News 
May, 1996

•  Singles Club: Our April Easter, 1996, meeting was attended by 94 members 
in addition to five guests and three new members. We are happy to welcome 
Karen Foster, Paige Code and Frances Burnell. Jewel Aven told us about a 
cruise on the Empress liner on May 25, 1996. It will be a morning sail with 
lunch and many activities. Director Betty Jane Pucci of  the Clearwater Parks 
and Recreation Dept. brought us her “Treble Makers” choral group. T Our 
next meeting is Saturday, May 4, 1996, at 6 p.m.

•  Fixers, Fumblers and Fiddlers “Using the jointer:” Contrary to its name, 
a jointer doesn’t make joints; it planes the edges of  boards. Don’t confuse it 
with a thickness planer, which dimensions rough lumber to an exact thickness. 
The jointer is more versatile. It’s designed for accurate edge-planing of  boards 
you’re gluing together into larger boards such as for cabinets or tabletops. Join 
us to learn all about these and other wood-working tools and techniques.

•  Friday Mixed League AMF Bowling: Joan Carlo hosted our Awards 
Luncheon at Kiss’n Cuzzins. Many thanks, Joan, for a good party. Martha 
Wanzer presented the awards and had a fun drawing with prizes. New officers 
for next season are Tony Pournaras, president; Anne Motto, vice president; 
and Celia Socha, secretary/treasurer. 

•  Tennis Club: On March 19, 1996, 62 members and friends of  the Tennis Club 
gathered at the Sugar Reef  Restaurant in Dunedin for a delicious dinner, good 
fellowship and a short meeting. We were honored to have former members 
Bob and Jonni Hean as guests on this auspicious occasion. Many thanks are 
due Gene Salerni, our president; Betty Houghton, our vice president; Dottie 
Lyijnen, treasurer; and Colin Plant, secretary, for the nice work they have 
done over the past two years. 

•  Chinese Cathay: A wonderful, happy gathering of  50 residents of  our 
building was held March 29, 1996, all due to the joint planning efforts of  
Trudy Vandersalm, Gloria Madlinger and Mary Fawcett, plus the addition 
of  their delicious pastries and coffee. Everyone set out to get to know each 
other and all did so. This was proven by the laughter, etc., reaching from 
second floor core to my third floor apartment (I was unfortunately unable to 
be there). It was good to hear it, believe me! In between coffee, etc., business 
was discussed. 

•  Royal Chateau: On April 13, 1996, our building had a spring picnic on the 
territory between the east and south wings, which is an ideal place for such 
an event. Forty-six residents and guests signed up for the catered box lunch. 
Of  those who signed up, all but two were present and we delivered their 
food to them. We were happy to see such a good attendance and hope future 
events will be as well-attended. Everyone seemed to enjoy the outing. The 
auctioneer of  the White Elephant sale, Rich Arnot, made it interesting. We 
netted $41.70, with some leftover items being donated to charity. 

Happy Mother’s Day 
from everyone at the 

OTOW News!
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Extra copies of the OTOW News 
are available in the East and West 

Activity Centers. 

Rila Renaissance news

Residents welcome 
summer, show support 

for U.S. with flag display

We had another pleasant evening with our neighbors. We were saying goodbye to 
friends who are moving to be with family and also getting to know new neighbors. Thank 
you to those who helped me with the set up and clean up.

We did talk about cleaning up our storage rooms and I hope we can follow up on that 
idea.  Sue Pemberton also mentioned that she will be getting our lunch group started 
again. We always enjoy those lunch outings, thank you, Sue!

Our building is still in need of  a reporter. Let me know if  you are interested.
                 (Story and photo submitted by Gerri Jaeger)

A penny for your sting
By Fran Glaros

A few years ago, I was working in my flowers beds here at OTOW when I 
got stung by a bee and a hornet.  My arm swelled up, so I went to the doctor 
at the clinic. I was given some cream and an antihistamine. 

The next day the swelling and the pain was worse, so I went to my regular 
doctor. He said I needed an antibiotic. The doctor also told me, “The next 
time you get stung, put a penny on the bite and leave it for 15 minutes.”

 The next day, my niece was stung by two bees, so I taped two pennies 
on her arm, The next morning there was no sign of  a bite.  We just decided 
she just was not allergic to bees.  

A week later, I was in the flower beds pulling weeds and got stung again. 
So I got out two pennies and taped them to my arm. The next day, there 
was no sign of  the bite.

Some doctors and others claim it is the copper in the penny that does the 
cure. So anytime you are outside, make sure you carry a few pennies in your 
pocket, or your purse. It really works. You may want to clean them before 
using. Note that  “copper” pennies have been made of  zinc since 1982, with 
only a thin coating of  copper to give them that penny look.

Of  course, if  you are so allergic to bee stings that you need an 
EpiPen or similar immediate treatment, then the penny remedy  
isn’t for you.

Spring has arrived! Bushes, trees, 
and wild flowers are showing off  their 
full bloom. 

The birds are loudly singing their 
songs all in perfect harmony. The moon 
and sun shine brightly showing off  their 
vibrant colors. Temperature outside is 
perfect this time of  year but what else 
would you expect in paradise?

All of  the local communities are 
slowly opening, up but we still need to 
be patient. 

To show support for our community 
and the great U.S.A., I challenged 
my building neighbors to display the 
American flag either during the day  
or at night. 

To this date, the entire first floor on 
the east side has a flag flying. The upper 
floors on both sides of  the building 

have lighted waving flags or the picture 
window-size flags illuminated at night. 
What a great way to welcome summer!

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy 
summer wherever your travels take you. 
Remember your sunscreen. 
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Emerald Isle settles in for the long, hot summer

The ladies of  Emerald Isle enjoyed a lovely luncheon at The Cheesecake Factory on Tuesday, 
March 16. It was our first activity outside of  On Top of  the World as a group in a long while, 
and we had a great time.                  (Photo by Mary Anne Nargi)

It’s the merry month of  May. The birds 
have flown. The Snowbirds have flown, 
and we transplanted Floridians are settling 
in for the long, hot summer.

On March 26, we celebrated Judy 
Hetrick’s 80th birthday. Judy hosted our 
building residents to coffee and cake and 
other treats in the second floor core. You 
only turn 80 once and, as some of  us know, 
it’s a big one. Congratulations again, Judy.

Also in March we held a ladies luncheon 
at the Cheesecake Factory which was a big 
success. Just ask the ladies who were there. 
April brought us “A Day at the Races” on 
April 17. See next month’s column to find 
out who the big winners were. Also in April, 
“happy birthday” to husband Marshall, 
who is now a grand 86. Please notify me 
if  you’d like your announcements in the 
monthly news.

Just a few words about a most interesting 
neighbor, Sue Cohen. Sue has lived here for 

eight years with Nina Spasoto. In her spare 
time she is a dog walker! It started with one 
and then word spread. Sue walks about 
five puppies a week (not all at once). She 
exercises with them for about 30 minutes 
followed by some doggie play and a belly 
rub. Dog heaven!

Phone Numbers You Need to Save
Community Service Office

727-683-6981 
Leave Message if  Needed

Water Turn-On/Turn-Off
727-799-3417  

Menu Option 6

Emergency Service 
After Hours/Weekends  

727-799-1115

Activities Office 
727-799-2734

OTOW Clearwater Website: otowclearwaterinfo.com
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Looking at the month of May as we get out and about
Did you ever wonder about the origin 

of  phrase “the merry month of  May”? You 
may have thought Shakespeare wrote it, but 
it’s actually a poem by Thomas Dekker, a 
contemporary and fellow playwright of  the 
Bard of  Avon. 

May not only ushers in mild weather 
and a flurry of  flowers, but also gives us a 
month of  celebrations and revelry.

The first, May Day, is feted around the 
world, and is followed by Cinco de Mayo, 
May 5, the day the Mexican army defeated 
the French Army in 1862, at Puebla. 

But wait. Let’s back up a day, and 
remember May 4, 1855, the birthday 
of  a famous little Skye terrier known as 
Greyfriars Bobby. For 14 years, Bobby 
guarded the grave of  his owner, John Gray, 
an Edinburgh police officer, at Greyfriars 
Kirkyard. Bobby died in 1872, and has been 
honored in song, statuary, a movie, and a 
city fountain. It’s fitting that we here at 
Loch Lomond should honor this notable 
and loyal Scottish canine. 

The Kentucky Derby, an American 
tradition, takes place on the first Saturday 
of  May. And who can forget the observance 
of  Mother’s Day on the second Sunday of  
the month, with Armed Forces Day on the 
third Sunday. 

We have a few days to catch our 
breath before Memorial Day when we 
honor and pay our respects to the men 
and women who died while serving in the 
U.S. military. 

But there’s local merriment right here 
in our building as we offer warm birthday 
wishes for Debi and Michael Nelson, and 
Linda Smith. May your days be filled with 
all good things. 

Many thanks to everyone who 
participated in updating the building 
phone/contact list. If  you missed the sign-
up, let me know ASAP. The final list should 
be available by the end of  this month. 

This is the statue of  a Skye terrier known as Greyfriars Bobby. See story for details.

Remember, June 1 is the beginning 
of  hurricane season. It’s never too early 
to make emergency preparations and 
precautions. You may already know the drill: 
water, non-perishable food, flashlights/
batteries, medications, paper goods, and 
the rest. On Top of  the World management 

will provide more detailed information 
that will be posted as needed.

Everyone should have had their 
vaccination shots by now, so we’re on our 
way to cautiously navigating our way back 
to normal. Have fun celebrating May and 
continue staying safe.

OTOW Box Office Web Site: www.otowboxoffice.com

OTOW Clearwater Official Web Site: www.otowclearwaterinfo.com
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Here’s an invitation to discover home cooking at Our Place
Over the years Pam and I have invited 

our friends and family to our place to dine. 
Whether it was Pam’s healthy, low-calorie, 
all-natural delicious meals or my gut-
busting, but insanely delicious creations, 
we never had a complaint.

Now we are retired and living in 
Florida. The question “what are you making 
for dinner, honey?” is quickly followed by 
the standard answer “reservations.”

Our place was quickly replaced by 
Our Place. Our Place is a family restaurant 
with two convenient locations. One in 
Dunedin at 1336 Main St. and one in 
Clearwater at 1101 S. Missouri Ave.

Our Place is home-style cooking at its 
best. Breakfast is served hot, fresh cooked 
and delicious. Four pages of  breakfast 
choices await you to delight even the most 
discriminating palate.

Lunch is hearty, delicious and priced 
competitively with all the unhealthy fast-
food chains in our area.

Dinner is a feast unto itself. Whether 
it is Taco Tuesday, all you can eat ribs 
Wednesday, all you can eat fish and chips 
Friday or one of  the many choices available 
on their daily menu, you will not go away 
hungry or disappointed.

Our favorites? Pam loves both the 
lobster salad and the fish and chips. Being 
from New England, it was hard to find a 
restaurant that serves seafood up to our 
discriminating standards. 

As an avid breakfast lover, my favorite 
is the “Our Place Breakfast Platter.” Eggs, 
toast, bacon, sausage, ham, home fries or 
hash browns and two large pancakes would 
satisfy even the hungriest diner.

So next time we say “come over to 
our place for dinner,” don’t come to our 
place, meet us at Our Place. 

Editor’s Note: “Explore Something 
New” is a column that appears each month 
in the OTOW News. 

Stu and Pam report on new activities, 
new businesses and new places to explore 
in Pinellas or Pasco counties. 

Our Place restaurants can be found at two nearby locations: 1336 Main St. in Dunedin, and 
1101 S. Missouri Ave. in Clearwater.

This column is not meant to 
promote advertising – just awareness. Stu 
and Pam welcome your input for ideas.  

Let them know if  you discover something 
new to check out. Email them at:  
new2uwithstu@yahoo.com
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Mandarin honors former prisoners of war
Our nation’s flag was flown proudly 

in front of  one of  our condos on Friday, 
April 9, in observance of  National Former 
POW Recognition Day. 

We honored and paid tr ibute 
to the more than 500,000 captured 
American warriors for their unwavering 
and unrelenting spirit while protecting  
our country. 

These patriots fought and persevered 
for not just themselves, but for the sake of  
their comrades, families and country. 

There are troops still unaccounted for 
who are remembered in the same manner 
as those who came home. We honor them 
on National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 
Sept. 17. 

The late Senator John McCain is 
probably one of  the best known former 
prisoners of  war. 

Our residents express often how 
seeing our nation’s flag flying in front of  the 
building makes them proud and lifts their 
spirits. We live in a wonderful country. 

Phyllis Marsteller was born 97 years 
ago, raised and educated in Ohio. She has 
lived in Erie, Pa., and Houston, Texas. She 
and her late husband Ivan chose to make 
their retirement home at On Top Of  the 
World 37 years ago. All end units on the 

ground floor had already been sold at 
OTOW. But wait — new buildings were 
being started on land west of  the two-lane 
gravel road now known as Belcher Road. 
They were able to purchase a desirable 
ground floor unit on the southeast corner 
in building 75, our Mandarin Building.

She immediately volunteered for 
the building and currently serves as 
building secretary. She also volunteered 
for the ladies 18-hole golf  league. She 
gave up golfing after she celebrated her  
90th birthday. 

We at Mandarin are so proud to have 
Phyllis as our neighbor. She is an inspiration 
to us all! 

Phyllis Marsteller continues to serve as a 
volunteer for Mandarin Building as secretary. 
She also volunteered many years for the 
Ladies 18-Hole Golf  League. Phyllis looks 
great in her golf  hat! (Photo by Ed Foland)

What a wonderful building we live in! 
What wonderful people live among us!

(Marie Guyton contributed to  
this column.) 

As you enter on World Parkway 
and approach Americus Boulevard, 
remember to come to a complete 
stop before making your turn. Do 
not pass a left-turning car on the 
right, inasmuch as that blocks the 
other driver’s vision and could 
cause an accident. Remember to 
make a complete stop when you 
come to any stop sign within the 
On Top of the World community. 
The other cars and pedestrians 
around you are depending on it, 
even though you may not see 
them. A “rolling stop” places you 
and others at risk of an accident. 
Stop, look both ways, and look in 
front of you. Thanks for being a 
cautious and safe driver!

ATTENTION WEST-SIDE  
DRIVERS

Wear your mask, practice good social distancing and wash hands often.
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Dorado picnic at Philippe Park was enjoyed by all
The Dorado Building picnic at 

Philippe Park on March 25 proved to be 
quite a trip down memory lane for two new 
residents of  the building, David and Jeri 
Schletter. But while they are new residents, 
the Schletter family has a long history with 
On Top of  the World and Philippe Park.

Their parents, Gerry and Dorothy 
Schletter lived in OTOW from the 1970s 
until 2013. Gerry and his sister, Jeanette 
Broadhurst, also worked in OTOW condo 
sales with Sidney Colen for a time in the 
70’s. And Jeanette’s children, Richard and 
daughter-in-law Candy, also are residents 
of  OTOW.

With no pavilion in those earlier years, 
large family gatherings were frequently 
held in Philippe Park. Gerry’s extended 
family—now adults with children of  their 
own—still reminisce about picnics and 
Easter egg hunts in Philippe Park.

Gerry and Dorothy frequently rode 
bikes there. Gerry spent many lunch hours 
there enjoying a few moments of  solitude. 
He had a favorite place, close to the water 
near a special tree. 

The tree sat beside the shoreline and 
had a distinctive bend in the lower trunk. 
In 2007, the family gathered there for a 
celebration of  Gerry’s life. As David and 

Jeri were still living in New York at the time, 
their visits to the park halted. The Dorado 
building picnic was the first return visit in 
13 years. They noted improvements to the 
park such as the shelter we used to hold 
our picnic. 

Before leaving the park that evening, 
the couple took a walk to see if  they could 
find Dad’s favorite place and tree. To 
their surprise, the special tree was easily 
found. The distinctive bend in the trunk 
of  the tree, and its location just opposite 
to the shelter where the Dorado Building 
picnic had just taken place, made for a 
serendipitous experience.

Jeanette Broadhurst, Dorothy Scheletter, Gerry Scheletter, David Scheletter and Jeri Scheletter 
enjoying an afternoon in Philippe Park. 

Our picnic was quite a hit. For some 
of  us it was the first time to visit Philippe 
Park. Some played card games while others 
went for a walk alongside the shoreline as 

manatees played in the bay. The rest of  the 
group just sat around in their lawn chairs, 
under the pavilion, socializing with old and 
new neighbors.

Check out OTOW-TV Channel 732
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Sunset dolphin cruise resulted in many fine memories

Carlee Layton, from this building, 
organized a delightful sunset dolphin 
cruise on the “Parrotdise Express” out of  
Dunedin Marina.

The boat was hired for New World 
French folks and some friends, 32 people 
total. The rate on the boat also includes 
unlimited drinks and soft drinks, Carlee 
had also organized sandwiches and chips 
from Publix.

The captain gave a speech prior to 
sailing, and informed us all that most times 
we would see dolphins, but sometimes not. 
We did get to see the dolphins jumping 
beside the boat and got some good videos 
of  them. We also got to see the floating 
Tiki Bar that Doug Kates, editor of  the 
OTOW News, mentioned in a recent story. 
It was great.

The boat sails from Dunedin Marina, 
then on to Belleair Beach, Clearwater Beach, 
and back to Dunedin all in approximately 
2-½ hours.

We got to see a beautiful sunset and 

took many photos. Everyone had a fantastic 
time, the weather was great and everyone 
enjoyed happy hour on the cruise.

Thank you Carlee, for a great evening, 
enjoyed by everyone.

As of  April, New World French 
is starting once-a-month lunches and 
birthday dinners. That’s great news — it’s 
been a long time. 

OTOW News Website: www.ontopoftheworldnews.com

New World French residents aboard their recent “Parrotdise Express” sunset dolphin cruise out of  Dunedin.        (Photo by Molly Hart)
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Paper Easter eggs are decorated beautifully for contest
In our pursuit of  being the happiest 

building in all of  On Top of  the World, 
and in line with our goal of  decorating 
for all the holidays of  the year, French 
Renaissance II held a “paper Easter egg 
decorating contest” for Easter. 

All in all, 28 blank color paper eggs 
were decorated and entered into the contest 
and were used as our Easter ornaments 
for the building core. Jesse and Evelyn 
Tiamson and Sue Trost put up the art work 
and the rest of  the decorations at the front 
lobby of  the building core. 

The artistry and creativity that 
went into drawing the paper eggs were 
astounding! People walking and driving by 
the building were seen pausing and taking 
pictures of  the colorful display. 

Three judges from different buildings 
were invited to do the judging to avoid 
conflict of  interest and favoritism. 

Winners were awarded their prizes 
on Easter Sunday. First place and Most 
Symbolic went to Tom Hackett. Second 
place and Most Artistic went to Martha 
Green. Third place went to Jeanne Hopper. 
Most Creative went to Nancy Stephan, and 
Most Humorous went to Aaron Johnson. 
Winning entries are shown at right.

As part of  the community spirit we 
are trying to foster, a get-together picnic 
potluck will be held on Saturday, April 24. 
Many residents have already signed up for 
the event. 

(Article and photos submitted by 
Jesse Tiamson.)
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New residents are from 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

We had a special treat on April 12, a 
musical tribute to a longtime resident. It 
was very nice.

We want to welcome a couple of  
new residents to Siboney. Chuck and 
Linda Woodrow came down from Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., having retired from the U.S. 
Civil Service. 

Relaxing and taking it easy are their 
favorite hobbies. They have three children. 
They found out about On Top of  the 
World from two sisters who live here. They 
have been very busy making their new 
condo feel like home.

Lyn and Kevin Taecker’s daughter, 
Erica, her husband, Jeff  and their 4-year-
old son recently visited from the state 
of  Washington. They enjoyed a trip to 

Legoland, visited the Clearwater Aquarium 
and made many trips to the beach.

Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers.  
I hope you all have a fun-filled day.
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Building has its own (socially distant) St. Patrick’s feast

ATTENTION DRIVERS  
& CYCLISTS

A reminder to drivers who 
may not realize that bicycle 
riders have the same rights 
and responsibilities of a car 
when entering and exiting 
the Belcher and Sunset Point 
entrances. Stay safety-sharp 
and read up on your “Florida 
Rules of the Road.”

It has been said that good things 
come in threes. First there were The Three 
Stooges, then The Three Musketeers 
(originally a great chocolate bar, then a 
series of  movies with dashing young men 
in wild costumes), and now there are “The 
Three Social Directors of  Villa Riviera.”

At a recent building meeting, briefly 
touched on in last month’s article, three 
brave young ladies, Sharon Flint, Linda 
Pregenzer and Deb Turissi stepped forward 
and offered their services. 

Knowing they had to tread a fine 
line between following CDC guidelines 
and boosting building morale during a 
pandemic, they put their heads together 
and hatched a brilliant plan.

The On Top of  the World Irish Club 
Saint Patrick’s parade and related festivities 
had been shut down, so a little Irish fun 
was needed. Why not use a bit of  the green 
between the Finlandia and Ecuadorian 
buildings, put up the five massive tables 
our buildings recently purchased and have 
a socially distant party?

They put signs everywhere, spent 
a day in the lobby collecting five bucks 
from everyone that was interested and set 
to work. 

With the help of  Ann Flippo, the only 

genuine Irish person in the building, they 
cooked close to 20 pounds of  corned beef, 
shredded it and made close to 175 sliders. 
Add a little sauerkraut, some deviled eggs 
and a ton of  coleslaw (thanks to Kathy 
Finelli, a New Yorker without a drop of  
Irish blood in her) and you have a feast.

Throw in a jumbo green jello cake 
and rice pudding for dessert and you can 
be sure the 40-plus people spread out all 
over the lawn and the surrounding patios 
had an afternoon to remember.

The Irish are also known for their 
hard work as well as their partying. No 
two building residents exemplify that 
more than Tom Huffman and Fran Barker.  

Tom put both his military training as well 
as his surgical expertise into transforming 
our bike room into top notch facility. 
New bike racks were installed, old vehicles 
discarded and/or repaired and the place 
looks fantastic.

Fran continues to work with various 
volunteers in the never-ending job of  

getting the storage rooms into some 
semblance of  order. Between the heat and 
the dust, they only do a little at a time, 
but it is slow and steady that always wins  
the race. 

Thanks to all of  the above for making 
Villa Riviera residents proud to live here.

(Left to right) Sharon Flint, Linda Pregenzer and Deb Turissi consider themselves “The 
Three Social Directors of  Villa Riviera.” See story for details.

Duke Energy Power Outages .......................................................... 800-228-8485
Pinellas County Sheriff ’s Office Non-Emergency Line ................... 727-582-6200
Pinellas County Consumer Line (scams, rip-offs, etc.) ................... 727-464-6617

Some Handy Pinellas County Phone Numbers
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Welcome new Mandalay 
resident from Canada

The Mandalay Building is proud to 
welcome Flavio Pinato, one of  the newest 
residents to our building. 

Flavio comes from a very interesting 
background. He was born in Italy in 
1959. His mother’s language was Franco-
Provençal because his family also has 
French roots.

He was taught Italian in school and in 
1969 his family emigrated to South Africa, 
whereupon he was taught English and later 
Afrikaans, a Dutch language derivative.

Upon adulthood, he married a 
beautiful young lady named Maria.They 
were blessed with two beautiful daughters,  
who are now all grown and independent.

Flavio worked with his father in 
a machine shop until 1997 and then 
immigrated with his young family to 
Canada, in the province of  Ontario.

Flavio learned to be a machinist, 
builder and plumber of  sorts. 

Flavio’s life’s dream was to move and 
live in the United States. In 2016 the U.S. 

finally accepted their arrival to the state of  
California. Flavio’s wife Maria is now in 
the process of  selling their home and will 
join us soon.

Our building purchased racks for the 
bike room and Flavio immediately agreed 
to clean the room and do the assembly. 

We are looking forward to getting to 
know them better.

New Mandalay resident Flavio Pinato volunteered to clean the bike room and assemble new 
bike racks that were ordered. Thanks, Flavio!

When calling or visiting our  
advertisers, tell them you saw  

their ad in this newspaper.

otoW After-Hours emergency  
number: 799-1115

(Water intrusion, elevator entrapment,  
building alarm malfunctions, and  

electrical problems)
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More than 200 items collected for non-profit

Wildlife fanciers can always score sightings at OTOW

Aloha neighbors! March and April 
have been busy months around the 
Polynesian Building.

 We wish to thank all the residents 
and guests who donated clothing and 
money to the Clothes for Kids nonprofit 
organization. The organization, located on 
Hercules Ave., provides new and gently-
used clothing, uniforms, shoes, and jackets 
in a “Clothes to Go Bag” that is distributed 
to students that are eligible for free or 
reduced-price lunch or those students 
whose family is in crisis. 

More than 200 items of  clothing 
and shoes were collected and generous 
donations were provided to the Clothes 
for Kids organization. A thank-you note 
was already received from them letting us 
know that 13,000 children are expected 
to benefit from this program for the 
upcoming year and that our kindness was 
much appreciated.

 A special thanks to Susan Miller, 
who organized the donation drive and was 
liaison with the organization. 

Lots of  fun and games were had 
on March 24 when Polynesian residents 
got together for a sunset cocktail party. 

Eighteen residents got together an hour 
before sunset with each bringing snacks, a 
chair and a big smile. Wonderful fellowship 
and fun was had by all. The next sunset 
party will be a sing-along. Watch the 
bulletin board for the date and time.

 Fifteen Polynesian Village residents 
thoroughly enjoyed the April building 
activity, which consisted of  a dolphin cruise 
out of  Tarpon Springs on the Odyssey 
cruise line. It was a beautiful and sunny day 
for a cruise on the Anclote River and an 
excursion looking for shells at Anclote State 

Island Preserve off-shore in the Gulf. The 
residents did see only one dolphin on the 
return to Tarpon Springs. The cruise was 
fun and very informative about sponges 
and the local aquatic environment. 

Immediately following the dolphin 
cruise, we enjoyed a meal and fellowship at 
Tarpon Spring’s famous Greek restaurant, 
Hellas. Both the dolphin cruise and 
restaurant luncheon were accessible, which 
allowed two Polynesian residents persons 
with disabilities to participate fully in each 
of  the activities. A great time was had by 
all and several folks agreed that they would 
likely do it again.

 Upcoming events will be posted on 
the bulletin board. 

As summer approaches and the 
country starts to open up again, our minds 
turn to travel. Don’t forget to update 
your keyholder information at the service 
office. Being prepared in case there is an 
emergency is a great thing. And please 
remember to let your neighbors know you 
will be gone so they can keep an eye on 
your place. 

Mahalo! 

A Note For  
Dog Walkers

When picking up after 
your dog, do not throw 
plastic bags down the 
storm drains. This is 

against the law.
Always clean up while 

walking your dog.
Be sure to 

keep your dog 
hydrated.

We have had many sightings of  
wildlife this month such as sand cranes, red 
tailed hawk, turkey vultures, Canadian geese 
and peacocks on patios and bunnies, which 
I haven’t seen much for the last two years. 
Of  course, our regular sightings of  lizards, 
ibises and blue jays are also seen. I really 
enjoy all the animals that we have here.

We wanted to go to O’Keefe’s but not 
when the crowds of  St. Patrick’s Day would 
be there, so we opted to go for our April 
luncheon and eat outside. 17 of  us gathered 
at two large tables and had a great time. 

Our May luncheon wil l  be at 
Frenchy’s Outpost on May 10. We will be 
outside again. Check the bulletin board to  
sign up.

As I am writing this article, I am being 
entertained by our resident performer,  
“Mr. Fun.” He has been very generous with 

his time and I see several neighbors outside 
listening, singing along and dancing to his 
music. Thanks Bill. He doesn’t have a set 
schedule, but sometimes he is out on the 
back patio area of  our building. 

Granada’s April resident luncheon was held at O’Keefe’s in Clearwater as a belated  
St. Patrick’s Day affair.
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OTOW Computer Club helps keep your computer clean
Our technology is changing every day. 

Today most everyone is carrying around a 
cell phone sending text, taking photos or 
taking calls. Many of  us have laptops or 
tablets, or both. 

But sometimes our laptops and 
tablets get cluttered with junk, files that 
have attached themselves to our registers; 
or the most dreaded, we get viruses! We 
click away at this site, that site, a cute video 
or maybe even an ad or two. It’s bound to 
happen, but a clean system works much 
better and faster. 

The OTOW Computer Club recently 
held a spring cleanup event for window-
based laptops and tablets. They offered 
this to all OTOW residents with a current 
activity card. And it was free.

Our Englander resident, Cecilia 
Springer, took advantage of  the offer. 
“I’m so glad I did. I feel like one of  the 
lucky ones,” said Cecilia. “I didn’t have any 

viruses, but I sure did have a lot of  junk 
that they cleared off.” 

Cecile wasn’t a member of  the club 
when she arrived, but she is now. She’ll be 
able to watch the Saturday meetings on 
her own cleaned-up laptop every week —  
on Zoom — up close and comfortable. 

Cecilia Springer waits with anticipation while club member Jim Ellis and club VP Scott 
Mascitelli diagnose her computer laptop during the club’s free Spring Cleanup Days. 

Within the past few years, On Top of the World 
residents featured in this newspaper have been 
contacted by phone claiming that a grandchild was 
in jail and needed bail money, sometimes even from 
overseas locations. 

The callers had the correct names of the 
grandchildren, the correct towns and the correct 
grandparents’ phone numbers. However, the phone 

call was a scam to try to get the grandparents to fork 
out large sums of cash. Investigators believe the 
scammers may have read this newspaper online to 
gather information.

Since the first such incident, the OTOW News 
is requesting that building writers no longer list the 
names and locations of grandchildren in stories. All 
residents should be aware that this is a common 

scam everywhere in Florida and the entire country 
— not just here at On Top of the World. 

If you get a call claiming that a family member 
needs money, ask questions and double-check the 
information. 

Try to check on the whereabouts of the child in 
question yourself. If it sounds suspicious and you 
think it may be a scam, call the police. 

Worldwide ‘grandparent scam’ is not going away anytime soon
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Box Office Sudoku

This classified ad listing is a service to the On Top of the World community. There is no charge to 
residents for this service. Items must be priced under $500 and copy must be 20 words or less, including 
phone number. Submitter’s name and building name must be included, but will not be published.  
If submitters’s name, building and unit number are not included with the ad, it will not 
be accepted for publication. Please note: We do not accept ads for automobiles, firearms, 
yard/building sales, units for sale or rent, or employment. Drop ads off at the newspaper 
office. We cannot accept ads over the phone. Ad deadline is the 15th of the month preceding 
publication date. Ads received late will be placed in the next available issue. Only one (1) 
ad per person per month will be accepted. Unless otherwise stated in the ad, phone numbers 
are within the (727) area code. 

OTOW NEWS CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE
Very light gray upholstered chair in excellent 
condition $100.  797-1893
Full set men’s hybrid Idea Adams golf clubs 
with graphite shafts. Stand-up bag included, 
all excellent condition $200.   776-2129
Mobili ty Express scooter,  excellent 
condition.  725-9073
Moving, must sell: Two bedroom sets, 
lilac couch/loveseat/ottoman, glass coffee 
table, sofa table, end table, Lenox china 
w/cabinet, Silverplate silverware, misc.  
 Leave message 967-9444
Hover-Way Sprinter collapsible bike, mint 
condition, needs battery $75.  754-7514
Water filters for Samsung refrigerators model 
HDX FMS-1. $75 for six new filters.  
 799-4551
Hollywood Sport Rider 2 bike rack, excellent 
condition, with instruction booklet $45.  
 230-2130
Car cover for any compact car, excellent 
condition $50. 474-7393

Gotham Steel smokeless, non-stick electric 
grill/griddle $30; Shark cordless rechargeable 
sweeper w/no-touch dust cup $15; Dirt Devil 
sweeper $10.  419-346-2454
Leather couch, tan, 82" $285; suitcase, 
27" x 16" x 9" with tote bag $30. 692-7028
Deluxe 3-wheel push-type golf cart  
w/inflatable tires $25. 796-0554
Bedroom dresser w/mirror $25; two crutches 
$10 for both. 702-493-4650
Health walker $65; tan desk w/2 shelves 
42" x 16" x 29" $15; tall white bookcase 
30" x 70" $20;  483-4384
File cabinet 22" x 15", light wood, excellent 
condition $30; child’s compliant car seat, like 
new, seldom used $30. 777-5127

WANTED
Want to buy your kayak slip and possibly your 
kayak. 410-598-3347
Experienced Mah Jongg player wanted to fill 
in Wednesday afternoon games, from 1–4 
p.m. We play in resident condos.  669-1486
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